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Borough  of  Port  Talbot. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Port  Talbot 

Corporation. 


Mrs.  Edwards  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  1 939  which  has  been  compiled  in 
conformity  with  Circular  1728  (Wales). 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  this  report 
has  been  curtailed  very  drastically,  but  it  is  hoped  that  sufficient 
information  has  been  published  for  the  discerning  reader  to 
obtain  full  information  of  all  the  work  that  has  been  carried  out 
during  the  year  covered  by  the  report. 


The  greatest  interruption  of  work  took  place  when  war 
broke  out  in  September,  1939,  though  for  many  months  pre- 
vious to  that  time  the  Health  Department  had  been  working 
feverishly  and  strenuously  to  prepare  that  part  of  the  Civil  De- 
fence organisation  which  fell  to  this  department,  namely,  the 
Casualty  Services  ; and  though  it  is  easy  to  criticise  the  result, 
one  feels  that  should  the  Casualty  Service  be  called  upon  to  do 
very  serious  work,  it  will  carry  out  its  work  in  a satisfactory  and 
efficient  manner,  though  not  perhaps  quite  in  the  way  laid  down 
in  the  regulations. 


In  spite  of  all  that  has  taken  place,  it  can  be  claimed 
that  the  full  Public  Health  Services  have  been  kept  going,  and 
any  inconvenience  to  the  public  has  barely  been  felt. 
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The  Birth  rate  and  the  Death  rate  show  a slight  fall, 
and  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  has  risen  slightly. 

Zymotic  Diseases  showed  a slight  rise  and  this  can  be 
attributed  to  a heavy  incidence  of  diphtheria,  while  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  a heavy  epidemic  of  measles  visited  the 
Borough. 

In  May,  1939,  another  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  was  opened  in  Pendarves  Street,  and  the  attendances, 
shown  in  the  body  of  the  report,  prove  that  the  erection  of  this 
building  has  been  justified. 

Housing  has  come  to  a standstill,  a most  unfortunate 
decree,  because  one  dreads  to  contemplate  the  condition  of 
some  of  the  condemned  houses  by  the  time  re-building  will 
commence. 

The  attack  rate  of  Tuberculosis  is  stationary,  and  one 
would  expect  to  see  this  figure  go  up. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Councillors  for  their  help,  guidance 
and  patience  during  a most  trying  period,  and  I feel  that  a 
word  of  thanks  must  be  given  to  the  Staff  of  the  department, 
for  their  effort  to  keep  the  services  going  m a manner  as  near  to 
normality  as  it  has  been  possible. 


I am, 

Mrs.  Edwards  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


J7 a do  *z  ,2c  &C! Cc iced yn , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


October,  1939. 


6 — Annual  Report 


GENERAL  INFORMATION. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  25,648  acres  including  the  fore- 
shore. 

The  prevailing  winds  are  westerly  and  south  westerly,  while 
shelter  is  provided  from  northerly  and  easterly  winds  by 
mountains  which  abut  upon  the  sea. 

RAINFALL. 


1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934.  1933.  1932.  1931.  1930.  1929.  1928.  1927. 


49.03  44.68  45.38  40.62  46.24  37.29  32.88  39.03  45.15  48.78  49. 60  51.91  47.89 


The  wettest  months  were  January,  July  and  November; 
the  driest  months  were  March  and  May. 


Number  of  inhabited  houses: — 

1921  7,197 

1939  (estimated  at)  11,170 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers 

in  1921  8,458 

Assessable  value  of  the  area  year  ending  March  31st, 

1939,  for — £ s.  d. 

General  Rate  purposes  165,922  0 0 

Sum  represented  by  a Id.  rate 612  0 0 


POPULATION. 

The  population  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  for  mid- 
year 1939  was  40,410  for  calculation  of  birth  rates  and  40,670 
for  calculation  of  death  rates. 

The  people  are  employed  chiefly  in  the  following  indus- 
tries : — 

Coal  Mining. 

Steel  Works. 

Copper  Works. 

Tin  Works. 

Fuel  Works. 

Brick  Works. 

Tin  Stamping  Works. 

Railways  and  Docks. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births. 

Births  registered  during  the  year  in  the  Borough  were 

557. 

Males.  Females. 

286  260 

7 4 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 


293 


264  = 557 


Inward  Transfers 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 


36 

1 

330 


39 

3 

306  = 636 


Giving  a total  of — 

Males. 

Legitimate  Births  322 

Illegitimate  Births  8 


330 


Females. 

...  299 
7 


306  = 636  births. 


The  crude  birth-rate  for  the  year  then  would  be  15.4  per 
1,000  population. 


The  crude  birth-rate  for  previous  years  may  be  compared  : — 


1,939. 

1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935. 

1934- 

1933. 

1932. 

1931. 

1930. 

1929 

. 1928. 

15.4 

17.8 

16.7 

16.4 

16.6 

17.7 

16.3 

14.3 

17.5 

17.8 

18.3 

20.48 

per  1 ,000 

The  Illegitimate  birth- 

-rates  were  : — 

1939. 

1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

1932. 

1931. 

1930. 

1929 

. 1928. 

0.3 

0.5 

0.2 

0.22 

0.39 

0.29 

0.54 

0.44 

0.66 

0.62 

0.53  0.60 

per  1 ,000 

The  total  Births  registered  within  the  Borough  were 
distributed  as  follows:  — 
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Wards.  Total 

Aberavoii  South  Ward  207 

Aberavon  North  Ward  88 

Cwmavon  Ward  „ 58 

Margam  West  Ward  80 

Margam  Central  Ward  103 

Margam  North  Ward  21 


Total  557 


Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  area  during  the  year 
1939  was  459;  male  237,  females  222. 

The  nett  deaths  in  the  area  after  correction  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers  for  1939  were  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Deaths  registered  in  the  area  . 

237  . 

222  .... 

..  459 

Inward  Transfers  

34  . 

26  .... 

271  . 

248  .... 

Outward  Transfers  

13  . 

7 .... 

258  . 

241  .... 

..  499 

The  total  number  of  deaths  then  was  499,  which  gives 
a recorded  death  rate  of  12.02  per  1,000,  and  may  be  compared 
with  previous  years: — 


1939. 

1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

1932. 

1931. 

1930. 

1929.  1928. 

12.02 

12.8 

12.3 

1 1 .07 

12.3 

11.8 

13.4 

11.4 

11.07 

11.46 

11.19  11.83 

per  1,000 

The  standardising  factor  for  correcting  the  death-rate  so 
that  it  may  be  compared  with  other  areas  has  been  calculated  and 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General,  and  for  this  area  the  number 
is  1.22.  The  recorded  death-rate  must  be  multiplied  by  this 
factor  in  order  to  find  the  standardised  death-rate  which  for 
this  area  is  14.6  per  1,000 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

The  seven  Zymotic  Diseases  are  Small  Pox,  Measles,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever  (which  includes  Typhus, 
Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid)  and  Diphtheria. 
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The  death-rate  may  be  regarded  as  an  indication  of  the 
efficiency  or  otherwise  of  the  Sanitary  Administration  of  the 
area. 

During  the  year  13  deaths  from  these  diseases  were 
registered,  and  the  death-rates  are  as  follows : — 

1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934.  1933.  1932.  1931.  1930.  1929.  1928.  1937. 


0.32  0.07  0.24  0.14  0.14  0.27  0.34  0.04  0.36  0.72  0.41  0.62  0.59 

per  1,000 

Inquests. 

There  were  46  inquests  held  within  the  Borough  during 
1939 : — 

1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934.  1933.  1932.  1931.  1930.  1929.  1928.  1937. 

46  40  50  52  51  52  57  58  36  45  38  42  39 

The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows:  — 


Disease  15 

Accident  (Works,  etc.)  21 

Accident  (Road)  6 

Suicide  4 


46 

No.  of  inquests  held  within  the  Borough  46 


Deduct  Outward  Transfers  5 

41 

Add  Inward  Transfers  2 

Inquests  held  on  Borough  Residents 43 

Infant  Mortality  Rate. 


This  is  defined  as  the  number  of  deaths  registered  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age,  per  1,000  births  registered  during  the 
year. 

The  total  number  of  infant  deaths  during  the  year  was 
made  up  as  follows: — 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Add  Inward  Transfers 
Deduct  Outward  Transfers 


Males. 

Females. 

25 

25 

1 

0 

26 

25 

0 

0 

1 

1 

25  24 
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This  gives  a total  of  49  deaths. 

The  total  Infant  Mortality  rate  for  the  year  would  then 
be  87  per  1,000,  and  may  be  compared: — 

1.939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934.  1933.  1932.  1931.  1930  1929.  1928. 

87  67  56.2  42.1  71.3  65.4  95.7  68.7  80.6  69.1  57  84.58 

per  1.0UU 


The  corrected  figure  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  for 
the  Borough  for  comparative  purposes  is  54  per  1,000,  and  so 
the  rate  may  be  compared  thus  : — 


1939 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

Port  Talbot  

80 

78 

54 

46 

72 

65 

96 

per 

1,000 

births 

England  and  Wales  

50 

53 

58 

59 

57 

59 

64 

per 

1,000 

births 

126  Countv  Boroughs  and 

Great  Towns  

53 

57 

62 

63 

62 

63 

67 

per 

1 ,000 

births 

148  Smaller  Towns- — Popu- 

lation  20,000—50,000 

40 

5! 

55 

55 

55 

53 

56 

per 

1,000 

births 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  BOROUGH. 


Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Groeswen  Hospital  with  44  beds  has  been  able  to  cope 
with  all  the  demands  made  upon  its  accommodation  during  the 
year. 

Maternity  Home  Accommodation. 

Accommodation  can  always  be  found  either  in  the  Maesteg 
Home  or  in  Penrhiwtyn. 

One  case  was  accommodated  during  1938  at  the  expense 
of  this  Authority. 

It  is  becoming  noticeable  from  the  notification  of  births 
that  there  is  a strong  desire  on  the  part  of  expectant  mothers 
to  enter  a home  for  their  confinements.  Many  do  this  at  then- 
own  expense  and  I am  of  the  opinion  that  this  procedure  ought 
to  be  encouraged, 
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Maternal  Mortality. 

Investigations  are  being  undertaken  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  any  case  of  maternal  death  upon  the 
form  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  services 
for  investigation  purposes  of  Dr.  Llovd  Davies  of  Swansea, 
are  available  whenever  special  advice  should  be  required. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  can  now  be  treated  in  the 
Groeswen  Isolation  Hospital. 

Small  Pox. 

Cases  of  Small  Pox  cannot  be  isolated  in  the  Old  Isolation 
Hospital  as  it  is  now  dismantled.  No  eases  were  notified  during 
the  year,  nor  has  any  provision  been  made  for  isolation  of  these 
cases. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  are  no  Sanatoria  or  Tuberculosis  Hospitals  in  the 
area,  and  these  cases  are  cared  for  by  the  Welsh  National 
Memorial. 

Hospitals  for  Children, 

There  are  no  hospital  beds  for  children  in  the  area.  The 
Local  Authority  has  power  to  provide  such  beds.  Nor  is  there 
any  provision  made  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  children 
and  homeless  children  in  the  area. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Infectious  diseases  are  removed  by  a motor-ambulance 
maintained  by  the  Corporation. 

There  are  no  ambulance  facilities  provided  by  the  Local 
Authority  for  non-infectious  cases  and  accidents,  but  for  this 
purpose,  a motor-ambulance  is  available  at  the  General  Hospital. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

There  are  at  present  five  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centies  in  the  area  at  which  consultations  are  held  and  treat- 
ment  of  simple  ailments  are  carried  out.  Dental  treatment  for 
children  below  school  age,  and  for  expectant  mothers  is  now 
carried  out  by  the  School  Dental  Surgeon  at  Taibach,  Cwm- 
avon  and  Pendarves  Street  Clinics. 

Hie  Pendarves  Street  Clinic  was  opened  in  May  1939 
and  is  now  rapidly  becoming  one  of  the  busiest  clinics. 
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ANTE  NATAL  AND  BIRTH  CONTROL  CLINICS. 
Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

This  was  opened  at  the  end  of  September,  1934  and  held 
in  the  Taibach  Clinic  fortnightly.  Dr.  Sybil  Morgan,  Llan- 
trisant,  is  in  attendance.  There  was  an  average  attendance 
of  13  per  session,  and  if  this  attendance  increases  as  it  is  doing 
this  clinic  will  have  to  be  held  weekly. 

A monthly  session  is  to-  be  held  in  the  Cwmavon  Clinic 
in  addition  to  the  Clinic  in  Taibach. 

Birth  Control  Clinic. 

This  was  opened  at  the  same  time  as  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic 
in  the  same  premises  and  also-  held  fortnightly,  but  during  the 
morning  session  and  under  the  same  Medical  Officer.  The 
conditions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  Circular  1408  are 
observed. 

Attendance  at  this  Clinic  has  been  very  slow — only  an 
average  attendance  of  6 per  session,  though  each  case  when 
advice  on  contraception  has  been  given  was  one  which  needed 
instruction. 

This  clinic  is  now  being  held  only  when  necessary. 

School  Clinics. 

These  are  described  in  the  School  Medical  Officer’s  Repon 
and  are  held  in  the  Health  Offices,  Taibach,  comprising  : — 

1.  Dental  Clinic — held  daily. 

2.  Ophthalmic  Clinic— held  when  necessary. 

3.  Minor  Ailment  Clinic — held  once  weekly. 

Tuberculosis  Visiting  Station. 

This  station  has  been  closed  and  all  patients  are  obliged 
to  visit  the  Centre  in  Neath. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 

This  is  maintained  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  and 
is  situated  near  the  Great  Western  Railway  Station.  It  is  open 
for  males  on  Monday  and  Tuesday , and  foi  females  on  Friday. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  are  no  arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Authority 
for  nursing  general  and  infectious  diseases  at  home. 
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Midwives. 

Midwives  are  supervised  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council 
and  in  this  area  there  are  11  trained  and  no  untrained  midwives. 
None  of  these  are  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work. 

This  work  is  carried  out  upon  an  agreed  scale  of  payment 
by  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff. 

A stock  of  Diphtheria  Swabs,  Vidal  Outfits  and  Sputum 
bottles  is  kept  at  the  Health  Department  which  are  given  to 
Medical  Attendants  on  request. 

The  following  is  an  outline  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 


Laboratory  : — 

Total. 

Positive 

Examination  of  Swabs  for  Diphtheria  .... 

...  626  .... 

182 

Examination  of  Blood  for  Syphilis  

2 .... 

1 

Examination  of  Faeces  for  Enteric  

1 .... 

0 

Examination  of  Sputum  for  Tubercle  ... 

...  28  .... 

7 

Examination  of  Urine  for  Tubercle 

2 .... 

0 

Water  Supplies. 

During  the  year  the  Laboratory  reported  upon  17 
samples  of  water  supplying  a chemical  and  a bacteriological 
report  of  each  sample. 


The  reports  show  that  the  purity  of  the  water  supply 
varies  considerably  during  the  year — not  so  good  as  to 
warrant  peans  of  praise  and  not  so  bad  as  to  be  condemned 
(mt  of  hand. 


There  is  no  filtration  of  wrater  supplies  carried  out,  there 
never  has  been,  and  I presume  now  that  there  never  will  be 
though  attention  has  been  drawn  to  this  matter  year  after 
\eai  The  Borough  Council  has  decided  to  Chlorinate  water 
supplies  m the  near  future. 

T his  seems  to  me  to  be  a lazy  way  out  of  the  trouble 
whv  not  filter  first,  and  should  such  a process  be  necessary' 
chlorinate  afterwards  ? 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order. 

One  person  was  licensed  to  sell  milk  under  the  designation 
Pasteurised  in  accordance  with  this  Order. 
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The  name  and  premises  is— Portavon  Dairy  Company, 
Holland  Street,  Port  Talbot. 

1 wo  persons  are  licensed  to  sell  milk  under  the  designation 
'Grade  A.  Tuberculin  Tested.”  They  are  Messrs.  Richards 
Bros.,  Holland  Street,  Port  Talbot,  and  Mr.  J.  Thomas,  Home 
Park  Farm,  Margam,  who  is  also  a producer. 

Samples  of  milk  are  taken  regularly  for  examination  and 
these  will  be  found  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Legislation  in  Force. 

The  following  adoptive  Acts  and  Orders  are  in  force  in  the 
Borough  : — 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  Order,  1910. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  of  charge  to  Medical 
Practitioners  for  patients  who  reside  within  the  Borough.  This 
is  generally  appreciated  and  encouragement  is  given  to  make  use 
of  it.  Success  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease  depends  upon 
its  early  detection  and  the  administration  of  an  adequate  dose 
of  antitoxin.  Not  only  is  the  incidence  of  a high  mortality  rate 
prevented,  but  aiso  the  occurrence  of  serious  complications  and 
a delayed  convalescence  is  obviated. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

186  children  have  been  treated  during  1939. 

The  material  used  is  “Diphtheria  Toxide  Alum  Precipitated” 
in  two-  injections  of  0.1  and  0.5  c.c. 

The  material  is  supplied  to  the  Family  Doctor  who  gives 
the  injection  and  is  paid  two-shillings  for  each  injection. 

The  response  has  not  been  what  one  would  expect  it  to  be 
in  spite  of  much  propaganda. 

Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act,  1907,  became  operative 
9/11/21. 

The  Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  18901,  became  operat- 
ive 9/11/21. 

Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act,  1890,  became  operative 
9/11/21. 
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Private  Streets  Works  Act,  1892,  became  operative  9/11/21. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Sections  relating  to  Urban  Dis- 
tricts) became  operative  in  1926. 

Byelaws  have  been  framed  to  regulate  the  following  offensive 
trades  : — 

Offensive  trades,  became  operative  9/11/21. 

Nuisances  became  operative  9/11/21. 

Cleansing  of  footways  and  pavements,  the  removal  of  house 
refuse  and  the  cleansing  of  earth  closets,  privies,  ashpits 
and  cesspols,  became  operative  9/11/21. 

Seamen’s  Dodging  Houses,  became  operative  9/11/21. 

Slaughterhouses,  became  operative  20/4/26. 

Common  Dodging  Houses,  became  operative  9/11/21. 


Summary  Proceedings. 

Summary  proceedings  under  the  various  Acts,  Orders  and 
Regulations  were  instituted  and  may  be  seen  in  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc,  Acts,  1909 1919. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Bakehouses. 

General  Inspections. 


Details  of  all  the  above 
Inspector’s  Report. 


aie  printed  in  the  Chief  Sanitary 


SCAVENGING. 


Our  refuse  tips  are  less  of  a nuisance  than  they  used 
as  supervision  of  the  tipping  is  stricter,  and  the  refuse  b 
being  covered— this  is  a modification  of  the  Bradford  Systei 


lo  b>’ 
now 
n 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


The  duties  devolving  upon  the  Sanitary  Authority  and  1 a 
Officials  have  been  carried  out  and  details  may  be  form  m e 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYELAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

Cinemas  and  Amusement  Houses. 

Eight  were  licensed  during  the  year.  They  are  visited  at 
intervals  by  the  Cinema  Committee. 

Various  breaches  of  the  Byelaws  have  been  discovered  and 
remedied  from  time  to  time. 

Swine  and  Keeping  of  Animals. 

Details  .nay  be  seen  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

Siaughter= Houses. 

\t  the  end  of  1939  the  licences  of  the  eight  n^Ktei 

houses  in  the  Borough  vcere  not  reuewed^a^ 

Street  premises  owned  >>  1 might  be  used 

Ministry’s  Scheme  for 

war  slaughtering, 
ment. 

DISINFECTION  ANI)  DISINFESTATION. 

The  only  facilities  for  disinfection  are  in  the  Borough  Fever 

Hospital. 

are  disinfected  by  means  of  a formalin  lamp. 

„ SStSSSSi  SSAVSS 


Annual  Report.— 17 


HOUSING. 

During  1939,  166  houses  were  built  in  the  area  by  private 
enterprise  and  124  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  number  of  houses  built  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under 

(b)  290 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 
Acts  : — 

(i)  By  Local  Authority  124 

(ii)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  6 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  558 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  1706 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  67 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  1706 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  5 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to*  under  the  preoedmg  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  62 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  m consequence  of  Informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  134 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

a. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 
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(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  render- 
ed fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  full  default  of 

Owners  0 

b.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  113 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  80 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  0 

c.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  50 

d. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Oiders  were 
made  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  0 

4. — Housing  Act.  1936. — Part  IV. — OVERCROWDING. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  180 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  216 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  1286 
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(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  - 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  230 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  1 ' ^ 
Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 

abatement  of  overcrowding  

Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report. 

The  prohibition  upon  building  houses  to  relieve 
crowding  has  left  an  aftermath  of  dilapidated  property  which, 
when  building  will  again  be  permitted,  will  very  likely  be- 
come totally  and  completely  untenable. 

An  effort  has  been  made  to  render  some  of  these  premises 
more  or  less  wind  and  rain-proof,  but  all  this  property  is 
rapidly  becoming  worse. 


(d) 


(e) 


129 


1576 


30 


over- 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Notification  of  slaughter  is  carried  out  in  a satisfactory 
manner. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

Excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  & 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if 

known)  1309  

206  .... 

..  2909  

14019  

. 2979 

Number  Inspected  ...  1133  

194  .... 

..  1837  

11310  

. 2782 

All  diseases  except  

Tuberculosis.  Whole  

Carcases  condemned  0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

Carcases  of  which  some  

part  or  organ  was  

condemned  27  

18  

0 

411  

75 

Percentage  of  the  

number  inspected  af-  

feoted  with  disease  

other  than  Tuber-  

culosis  2.38% 

9.27%  

••  .o%  

3.68% 

3.15% 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  Carcases  con-  

demned  4 

4 

0 

0 

? 

Carcases  of  which  some  

partt  or  organ  was  con-  

demned  28  

15  

0 

0 

79 

Percentage  of  the  

number  inspected  af-  

fedted  with  Tuber-  

culosis  2.82% 

9.79% 

• .0% 

.0% 

3.4% 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

I his  Corporation  has  now  been  appointed  the  Authority 
for  the  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drug's  Acts. 

Mr.  Seyler,  of  Swansea,  has  been  appointed  the  Analyst 
for  this  purpose. 

Many  samples  have  been  submitted  for  analysis  and  have 
been  found  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 

Nutrition. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  met  many  societies  in  the 
district  during  the  year  and  spoken  upon  this  subject  and  other 
subjects  appertaining  to  Public  Health. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  showed  an  increase  on 
1938. 

During  the  year,  the  following  cases  were  notified  : — 


Disease 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

Scarlet 

Fever 

151 

63 

37 

40 

24 

148 

185 

56 

175 

188 

299 

59 

Diph- 

theria 

124 

149 

169 

90 

31 

27 

81 

23 

27 

22 

71 

182 

The  figures  show  the  following  variation  from  1938: — 
Scarlet  Fever  decreased  by  240  cases. 

Diphtheria  increased  by  111  cases. 


The  following  cases  were  removed  to  the  Hospital  : — 


Disease. 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

vScarlet  Fever 

34 

29 

17 

134 

175 

53 

168 

181 

287 

55 

Diphtheria 

158 

84 

30 

26 

76 

23 

27 

21 

69 

182 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934.  1933.  1932.  1931.  1930.  1929. 

Attack  Rate  1 .3  7.1  4.6  4.3  1.3  4.3  3.6  0.59  0.7  0.89  1.5 

per  1,000  population. 

Details  of  the  distribution  of  the  disease  will  be  seen  in  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

The  greatest  number  of  notifications  came  from  Aberavon 
South  Ward. 

The  smallest  number  of  notifications  came  from  Margarn 
North  Ward. 

There  were  55  houses  affected  as  follows  : — 


51  houses  with  1 case  in  each  51  cases. 

4 houses  with  2 cases  in  each  8 cases. 


59  cases. 


Analysis  of  the  ages  at  death  : — 


0-1 

1-2 

2-3 

Age 

3-4 

in  Years. 
4-5  5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-25 

Scarlet  Fever 

Deaths  

...  0 .. 

. 0 . 

. 0 . 

..  0 . 

..  0 ...  0 .. 

. 0 ... 

. 0 .. 

. 0 

Diphtheria. 

During  the  year  182  cases  were  notified,  an  increase  of 
111  over  1938. 

The  heaviest  incidence  fell  on  the  Aberavon  South 
Ward  with  63  cases,  whilst  the  lowest  number  of  notifications 
came  from  Cwmavon  Ward  with  0 cases. 

The  number  of  houses  affected  was  113  as  follows: — 


90  houses  with  1 case  in  each  90  cases. 

18  houses  with  2 cases  in  each  36  cases. 

3 houses  with  3 cases  in  each  9 cases. 

2 houses  with  4 cases  in  each.: 8 cases. 


143  cases. 
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Of  the  182  removed  143  were  positive. 

Further  details  will  be  seen  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report. 

Analysis  of  the  ages  at  death  : — 


Age  in  Years. 

0-1  !-2  2-3  3-4  4-5  5-10  10-15  15-20  20-25 


Diphtheria  Deaths  022  0 2 3 0 0 0 


The  attack-rate  was  3.5  per  1,000  population  and  may  be 
compared : — 


1939. 

1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935. 

1934. 

1933. 

1932. 

1931.  1930. 

1929. 

1928. 

3.5 

1.7 

0.5 

0.6 

0.56 

1.9 

0.66 

0.76 

2.2  4.02 

3.5 

2.9 

per  1,000  population. 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 

There  was  1 notification  of  these  two  diseases  combined 
in  one  person. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

There  were  5 notifications. 


Pneumonia. 


1939 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932  1931 

1930 

1929 

Cases 

notified 

12 

12 

9 

3 

7 

9 

51 

10  1 

6 

33 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Infectious 
Diseases  notified  and  their  distribution  into  Wards  : — 


Wards. 

1939. 

Scarlet  Fever  i 

l 

Diphtheria. 

Diphtheria  & 
Scarlet  Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Encephalitis 

Dethargica. 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Meningitis. 

Pneumonia. 

Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Fever 

Puerperal  1 

Pyrexia. 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonarv. 

Enteric  F'ever. 
Small  Pox. 
Poliomvelities. 

Margam 

West 

12...  22...  0...  2... 

0... 

0...  2... 

0...  0... 

, 0. 

..8  4 

. 0...  0...  0 

Margam 

Cen’al 

8...  23...  0...  3... 

0... 

1...  0... 

1...  0... 

3. 

..6  2 

. 0...  0...  1 

Margam 

North 

2...  3...  0...  2... 

0... 

0...  0... 

0...  0... 

0. 

..3  0 

. 0...  0...  0 

Aber’von 

South 

26...  63...  1...  2... 

0... 

1...  4... 

1...  0... 

2. 

..  15  4 

. 0...  0...  0 

Aber’von 

North 

8...  32...  0...  0... 

0... 

0...  4... 

2...  0... 

0. 

..  13  4 

. 0...  0...  o 

Cwm- 

avon 

3...  0...  0...  0... 

0... 

0...  2... 

0...  0... 

0. 

..8  0 

. 0...  0...  0 

Totals 

1939 

59...  143...  1...  9... 

0... 

2. ..12... 

4...  0.. 

. 5. 

..(53. ..14)  = 

67.. 

. 0...  0...  1 

1938 

299...  71...  0...  9... 

1... 

1 ...  1 2 

1...  0.. 

. 7. 

..(53. ..15)  = 

68.. 

. o:..  0...  1 

1937 

188...  22...  1...  4. 

1... 

0...  9... 

1...  0... 

. 2. 

..(52.. .15)  = 

67.. 

. 2...  0 0 

1936 

175...  27...  0...10... 

1... 

0...  3... 

0...  0.. 

. 2. 

..(52. ..10)  = 

62.. 

. 0...  0.  0 

1985 

56...  23...  0...14... 

2... 

0...  7... 

3...  2.. 

. 1. 

..(64. ..21)  = 

85.. 

. 0...  0.  0 

1934 

185...  81...  1...12... 

0... 

2...  9... 

1...  2... 

. 1. 

..(81. ..31)  = 

112.. 

. 0...  0.  0 

1935 

148...  27...  2. ..16... 

0... 

0...51... 

6...  2.. 

. 1. 

..(63...  7)  = 

70.. 

. 1...  0...  1 

1932 

24...  31...  0...13... 

3... 

0...10... 

6...  2... 

. 0. 

..(63. ..16)  = 

79.. 

. 0...  7...  0 

1931 

40...  90...  2...  6... 

1... 

0...  1... 

2...  0... 

, 0. 

..(85. ..15)  = 

100.. 

. 0...  0...  1 

1930 

37. ..167...  0...  5... 

0... 

0...  6... 

2...  0... 

. 1. 

..(56.. .15)  = 

71.. 

. 0...  0...  1 

1929 

63. ..146...  3...  6... 

2... 

1...33... 

3...  0... 

1. 

..(45.. .14)  = 

59... 

1...  1...  0 

1928 

151. ..124...  9...  6... 

0... 

0...19... 

2...  3... 

5. 

..(49. ..12)  = 

61... 

0...  0...  0 

1927 

129. ..120...  3...  6... 

4... 

1 — 18 

4...  1... 

9. 

..(67. ..10)  = 

77... 

0...  0...  0 

1926 

Ch 

00 

o 

oo 

3... 

1 ...  12. . . 

3...  0... 

5. 

..(57.. .13)  = 

70... 

0...  0...  0 

Malaria  and  Trench  Fever. 

There  were  no  notifications  during  1939. 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum. 

There  were  4 notifications  during  1939. 
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Vaccinations. 

No  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  were  carried  out  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Small  Pox 
Prevention)  Regulations. 

NomNotifiable  Acute  Infectious  Diseases. 

These  include  Whooping  iCough  and  Mumps — 
Chicken-pox  not  being  notifiable  at  present.  Information  concern- 
ing these  diseases  reaches  the  Health  Office  through  the  Health 
Visitors,  School  Nurses,  Head  Teachers  and  Attendance 
Officers. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  176  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

Borough  Fever  Hospital. 

This  has  been  described  earlier  in  the  report  under  the  head- 
ing “General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area.” 

The  following  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital  : — 


1939 

1938 

1937 

,1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932 

Small  Pox  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  

55 

289 

181 

168 

53 

175 

134 

17 

Diphtheria  

140 

118 

21 

27 

23 

76 

26 

30 

Diphtheria  and  Scarlet 

Fever  

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

Enteric  Fever  

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

. 0 

0 

0 

Meningitis  

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ervsipelas  

2 

2 

0 

7 

3 

5 

9 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

3 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Infantile  Paralysis 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

204 


Deaths  in  Hospital : — 

Port  Talbot  Cases.  Outside  Cases. 

8 1 


Diphtheria 
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Tuberculosis. 

New  cases  and  mortality  during  1939: — 


NEW  CASES. 

Pul-  Non-Pul- 

monary.  monary. 


DEATHS. 

Pul-  Non-Pul- 
monary^  monary. 


Age  Periods  M.  F. 

Under  1 year  0 ...  0 ... 

Over  1 year  & under  .. 

5 years  0 ...  0 ... 

Over  5 years  & under 

10  years  0 ...  1 ... 

Over  10  years  & under 

15  years  1 ...  1 ... 

Over  15  years  & under 
20  years  4 ...  7 ... 

Over  20  years  & under 
25  years  2 ...  7 

Over  25  years  & under 
35  years  6 ...  6 ... 

Over  35  years  & under 
45  years  5 ...  1 ... 

Over  45  years  & under 
55  years  5 ...  2 ... 

Over  55  years  & under  

65  years  2 ...  0 

Over  65  years  2 ...  1 


Totals  27  ...  26 


M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 ...  0 0 ...  0 ...  0 ...  0 

2 ...  2 0 ...  0 ...  0 ...  0 

1 ...  0 0 ...  0 ...  0 ...  0 

0 ...  2 0 ...  0 ...  0 ...  0 

1 ...  1 1 ...  3 ...  0 ...  0 

0 ...  1 3 ...  2 ...  0 ...  0 

0 ...  3 1 ...  3 ...  0 ...  0 

0 ...  0 3 ...  1 ...  0 ...  1 

0 ...  0 0 ...  2 ...  0 ...  0 

1 ...  0 2 ...  1 ...  0 ...  1 

0 ...  0 0 ...  1 ...  0 ...  0 

5 ...  9 10  ...  13  ...  0 ...  2 


Non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  7 

Notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  32 


The  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total 
Tuberculosis  deaths  is  therefore  1 to  6. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  of,  or  mortality 
from  Tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation. 

Phe  attack  rate  was  as  follows: — 

1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934.  !933.  1932.  1931.  1930.'  1929.  1928.  1927. 

1-6  1,6  '-9  bS  2.09  2.7  1.7  1.9  1.002  1.7  14  1.4  1.5 

per  1,000 
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During  the  year  67  notifications  of  all  forms  of  Tuber- 
culosis were  received  as  follows  : — 

, Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary 

Males  27  5 

Females  .• 26  9 

Totals  53  14 

Total  67 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  after  death  removals  and  cures 
had  been  adjusted,  there  were  385  cases  on  the  register,  made 
up  as  follows  : — 


Males  

Pulmonary. 

N on  - P u 1 mo n ary. 

133 

40 

Females  

159 

53 

Totals 

292 

93 

Total 

385 

Admissions. 

Non- 

Institution.  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Discharges. 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Denbigh  

6 

1 

8 

1 

Talgarth 

6 

0 

5 

0 

Cimla  

20 

0 

....  12 

0 

St.  Brides 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Craig-y-Nos 

3 

2 

9 

1 

Sully  

10 

0 

8 

0 

Gian  Ely  

0 

1 

1 

1 

Llandrindod 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Penrhiewtyn 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Preston  Hall,  Kent 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Pontsarn,  Merthyr 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  

..  47  ... 

4 

...  44 

4 

Deleted  from  Register  : — 

By  Death  32 

Removed  from  District  3 

Transfers  •• 1 

Cured  21 
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The  disease  was  notified  as  follows : — 

By  Private  Practitioners  , 9 

By  Tuberculosis  Physicians  65 

By  Practitioners  and  Physicians  4 

On  Form  “I”  (Admission  to  Hospital)  ...  . 1 

Transfers  3 

By  M.O.H 0 

The  organs  and  tissues  affected  were  : — 

Glands  i 6 

Spine  3 

Bones  4 

Skin  0 

Meninges  0 

Other  Forms  1 


The  distribution  of  the  notifications  is  as  follows: — 

Pulmonary.  Nan-Pulmonary 


Margam  West  Ward  

13 

Margam  Central  Ward 

5 

Margam  North  Ward  

2 

Aberavon  South  Ward  

15 

Aberavon  North  Ward  

9 

Cwmavon  Ward 

9 

53  14 


Particulars  of  all  cases  notified  and 
seen  on  Table  VI. 


all  deaths  will  be 


After  removal,  or  death  of  a case  of  Tuberculosis,  all 
premises  and  clothing  are  disinfected. 

wt  i treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  carried  out  bv  the 
Welsh  National  Memorial  for  Tuberculosis.  The  patients 
aie  admitted  to  one  or  another  of  their  Institutions. 

, Jh^Uber™^  Station  that  11 P t0  three  years  ago  was  held 
School  now  does  exist,  and  I consider  that 

Ppm  TaJbot  lsu  larg^  enough  and  central  enough  to  warrant  a 
Centre  being  held  here. 

All  cases  are  visited  by  the  Health  Visitor  as  soon  as 
notified  and  Form  T 1,  Wales  is  completed  in  each  case  and 
forwarded  to  the  Tuberculosis  Physician, 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 
REGULATIONS,  1925. 

Observations  were  taken  under  Section  3,  but  no  occasion 
arose  to  cause  procedure  under  Article  5 of  the  Regulations 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SECTION  172. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Section. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  work  carried  out  in  connection  with  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  includes: — 

Health  Visiting. 

Infant  Consultation  at  the  Centres. 

Provision  of  Milk  for  Expectant  and  Nursing 
Mothers  and  Children 

Ante-natal  Visiting. 

Dental  Extractions. 


The  five  Health  Visitors  now  devote  about  half  their  time 
to  school  work.  The  new  arrangement  is  working  smoothly 

Each  child  is  visited  as  soon  after  its  birth  as  possible, 
and  the  frequency  of  the  re-visits  depends  upon  the  progress 
of  the  child  and  upon  its  home  conditions. 


In  October,  1934  an  Ante-natal  Clinic  and  a Birth-Contro 
Clinic  were  opened.  These  are  being  held  fortnightly  and  Dr 
Sybil  Morgan,  Llantrisant,  attends. 

The  Ante-natal  Clinic  is  well  patronised.  The  latter  is 
conducted  according  to  the  Regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  attendances  at  these  clinics  are  to  be  seen  in  another 
part  of  this  Report, 
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The  wor 
Table  : — 

k of  the  Health 

Visitors  is  shown 

in  the  following 

First 

Re-visits 

Re-visits 

Visits. 

under  1 year. 

1—5 

1923 

989 

2,967 

589 

1924 

944 

1,531 

1,183 

1925 

965 

1,705 

1,321  o. 

1926 

885 

1,943 

1,937 

1927 

794 

1,790 

1,983 

1928 

801 

1,538 

1,397 

1929 

732 

2,375 

1,700 

1930 

738 

1,274 

2,049 

1931 

699 

1,241 

1,776 

1932 

668 

1,259 

2,357 

1933 

635 

1,029 

2,734 

1934 

690 

2,500 

2,756 

1935 

646 

1,857 

2,187 

1936 

710 

1,747 

4,168 

1937 

671 

1,254 

4,773 

1938 

688 

2,121 

4,189 

1939 

648 

1 ,697 

3,746 

Ante=Natal  Visiting. 

At  present  visits  are  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  ante- 
natal cases  whom  they  hear  of  in  their  districts. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  to 
ante-natal  cases  was  : — 

1939  1938  1937  1936  1935  1934  1933  1932  1931  1930  1929 
246  134  255  174  71  60  50  51  51  98  135 

Still-Birth  Visiting. 

There  were  27  still-births  notified  during  the  year. 
Comparative  figures : — 

1939  1938  1937  1936  1935  1934  1933  1932  1931  1930  1929 


27  34  39  39  34  28  34  36  40  43  37 

Still-births 
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Death  Enquiries. 

The  purpose  of  these  enquiries  is  to  ascertain  whether 
any  conditions  harmful  to  infant  life  are  present  which  could 
be  remedied. 

1 939 _ .1938  1937  1936  1935  1934  1933  1932  1931  1930  1929 
12  34  35  9 29  27  46  20  33  39  24 

Visits  paid. 

C»0  1,1.  I 1 . A 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

There  were  four  cases  notified. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Eight  cases  were  notified. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1919. 

This  is  supplied  free  to  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 
and  young  children.  There  is  a scale  of  income  in  force,  so 
that  those  who  come  within  this  scale  may  be  supplied  with 
fresh  or  dried  milk. 


Health  Visitors  act  as  enquiry  officers,  and  forms  ol 
application  have  to  be  filled  and  signed  by  the  parent  or 
parents. 


The  total  amount  spent  in  the  financial  year  ending  : — 


March  31st,  1940. 

£ 377  11s.  lOd. 

March  31st,  1937. 
,£558  7s.  9 y2d. 

March  March 


March  31st,  1939. 
£786  13s.  3*£d. 

March  31st,  1936. 
£590  12s.  9d. 

March 


March  31st,  1938. 
£574  19s.  3d. 

March  3'.st,  1935. 
£587  8s.  Od. 

March  March 


31st,  1934.  31st,  1933.  31st,  1932.  31st,  1931.  31st,  1930. 

£540  0s.  Ed.  ...£675  18s.  2d. ...£694  13s.  3d £473  3s.  6id....£402  5s.  4*d. 


March  31st,  1929.  March  31st,  1928. 
£473  10s.  llid.  ...  £313  5s.  9*d. 


Diarrhoea. 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  and  the  details 
may  be  seen  elsewhere  in  the  Report. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  three  deaths  due  to  pregnancy  or  child-birth 
during  1939,  which  gives  a maternal  death-rate  of  4.5  per 
1,000  births. 
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Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Prince  of  Wales' 
Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Cardiff,  for  this  work.  The  children 
of  parents  who  come  within  a scale  of  income  are  treated  at 
the  expense  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 


Treated  at  the  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital — 3 in-patients. 

28  out-patients. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

These  Centres  are  described  on  a previous  page  under 
‘General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Borough.” 

The  average  number  of  attendances  is  as  follows  : — 

Taibach — Total  number  of  attendances  4,049. 


1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934.  1933.  1932.  1931.  1930.  1929. 

£J 

Av’age  No. 

attending  77  81  76  76.9  77.4  78.7  54.4  74.8  66  59.8  48.5 

This  Clinic  is  open  weekly. 


Aberavon — Total  number  of  attendances  1,345. 

1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934.  1933.  1932.  1931.  1930.  1929. 


Av’age  No. 

attending  51  77  83  82.7  67.1  75.2  63,6  61.2  76  68.8  50.9 

, ,Thl,s  Centre  is  over-crowded  very  frequently,  and  should 
be  divided  into  two  Centres— one  at  Sandfields  and  one  at 
Trefelm,  and  both  should  be  weekly  Centres.  At  present 
this  Centre  is  open  fortnightly. 


Cwmavon. — Total  number  of  attendances  1,246. 


1939  • 1938.  1937.  1936,  1935.  1934.  1933.  1932.  1931.  1930.  1929. 

Av’age  No. 

attending  48  52  44  39.2  46.5  38.1  31.9  97  52  38.2  32.8 

This  Clinic  is  held  fortnightly  and  should  be  held  weekly. 

Bryn — Total  number  of  attendances  124. 

1939-  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935.  1934.  1933.  1932.  1931.  1930.  1929. 


Av’age  No. 

attending  10  11  13  12  14  15.9 

This  Clinic  is  held  monthly  and  it 
held  more  frequently. 


13.6  11.3  10  11  13 

most  certainly  should  be 


Pendarves  Street  Clinic.-Total  number  of  attendances 
880.  Average  No.  attending  64  (for  siy  months  only). 

Clinic  TT  attendance  ' Ante-natal  Clinic,  329;  Birth  Control 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Visits  by  Health  Visitors. 


1939  1938  1937  1936  1935  1934  1933  1932 

No.  of  Re-visits  329  281  364  341  224  204  163  105 

No.  of  Visits  made 

to  notified  cases  75  70  75  70  88  94  59  82 

The  visit  of  the  Health  Visitors  is  educative,  and  the  patients 
are  told  how  to  help  themselves  through  the  disease  and  the 

mportance  of  preventing  the  spread  of  infection  is  emphasised. 

The  names  of  child  contacts  attending  school  are  obtained  in 
this  way. 


. ,«* 
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TABLE  I. 

Summary  of  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 
After  Correction  for  Inward  and  Outward  Transfers  as 
Furnished  by  the  Registrar=General. 


Total.  Males.  Females. 

Live  Births 

Legitimate  659  331  328 

Illegitimate  15  11  4 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 
16.7. 

Total.  Males.  Females 

Still-Births : — 

Legitimate  28  19  9 

Illegitimate  0 0 0 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  17.3 

Total.  Males.  Females. 
Deaths  500  257  243 

Death-rate  per  1,000'  of  the  estimated  resident  population 
14.2 

Deaths  from  Pueiperal  Causes  Rate  per  1,000  total 

Live  & Still  Births. 

No.  29 — Puerperal  Sepsis  0 0 

No.  30 — Other  Puerperal 
Causes  2 2.8 

Total  2 2.8 


Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  vear  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Z'Z  !ZZ"Z" 
Deaths  fiom  Diarrhoea  (under  2 vears  of  age) 


80 

77 

133 

51 

0 

3 

7 
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TABLE  III. 

Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Death-rates,  and  Case-rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases 

in  the  year  1939. 

England  and  Wales,  London,  126  Great  Towns  and  148  Smaller  Towns. 
( Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 


England 

126  County 
Boro’s  and 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 

Loudon 

and 

Great 

Populations 

Adminis- 

Wales. 

Towns 

25,000  to 

trative 

including 

London 

50,000  at 
1931  Census) 

County 

Births  : — 

Live  

Still  

Deaths  : — 

All  Causes  

Typhoid  and  Para- 
typhoid Fevers 

Smallpox  

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  

Influenza  

Notifications  : — 

Smallpox  

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Enteric  

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 


Rates  per  1,000  Population. 


Deaths  under  1 year  of 

age  

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
& Enteritis  under  2 

years  of  age  

Maternal  Mortality  : — 
Puerperal  Sepsis 

Others  

Total  


Maternal  Mortality 
Puerperal  Sepsis 

Others  

Total  

Notifications  : — 
Puerperal  Fever 


15.0 

14.8 

15.6 

12.3 

0.59 

0.59 

0.57 

0.44 

12.1 

12.0 

11.2 

11.9 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.05 

0.05 

0.04 

0.02 

0.21 

0.19 

0.20 

0.18 

0.00 



— 

— 

1.89 

1.96 

1.78 

1.53 

1.14 

1.2! 

1.16 

0.98 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.34 

0.40 

0.31 

0.37 

1.02 

1.21 

0.89 

0.99 

Rates 

per  1,000  Live  Births. 

50 

53 

40 

48 

| 4.6 

6.3 

3.0 

8.2 

0.77 

1 

2.16 

1 Not  available. 

2.93 

J 

| 

Rates  per 

1,000  Total 

Births  (i.e.  Live  & Still). 

0.74 

2.08 

2.82 


14.35 


Not  available. 


17.26 


12.99 


3.31 

14.22 


Puerperal  Pyrexia 


TABLE  IV. 

SUMMARY  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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TABLE  V. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 


Notified. 


Treated 


In 

At  Home.  Hospital. 


Vision 

Impoverd.  Deaths. 


4 4 0 0 0 


TABLE  VI. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  1939. 


NEW 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

CASES. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 

DEATHS. 

Non- 

Pulmonarv.  Pulmonary. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

Under  1 
Over  1 

year  

vr.  and 

0 

0 

0 

o .... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

under 
Over  5 

5 yrs 

vrs.  and 

0 

0 

9 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

under 
Over  10 

10  vrs 

vrs.  and 

0 

1 



0 ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

under 
Over  15 

15  yrs 

yrs.  and 

1 

1 

0 

? 

0 

0 

0 

0 

under 
Over  20 

20  yrs 

vrs.  and 

4 

7 

i 

1 

3 

0 

0 

under 
Over  25 

25  yrs...i... 
vrs.  and 

2 

7 

0 

1 

3 

2 

0 

0 

under 
Over  35 

35  yrs 

vrs.  and 

6 

6 

0 

3 ... 

3 

0 

0 

under 
Over  45 

45  yrs 

vrs.  and 

5 

1 

0 

0 ... 

3 

i 

0 

0 

1 

under 
Over  55 

55  vrs 

vrs.  and 

5 

2 

0 

o ... 

0 

2 

0 

under 

65  vrs 

2 

0 

1 

0 ... 

2 

0 

Over  65 

yrs  

2 

1 

0 

0 ... 

0 

i 

0 

0 

Totals 


27  26 


5 9 


10  13 


0 2 
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TABLE  VII. 

Table  showing  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
removed  to  the  Hospital  since  the  opening  of  the  Institution. 


Treated  at  Old  Isolation  Hospital  years  1897  to  1931 
inclusive  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  

Typhoid  Fever  

Add  cases  treated  in  Hospital  from  Margam  District 
prior  to  Amalgamation  

Grand  Total  


1325 

1692 

25 

3042 

172 

3214 


Treated  at  Groeswen  Hospital  : — 


Year. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever  & 
Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. 

Meningitis. 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

Infantile 

Paralysis. 

Enteric  Fever. 

1932 

...  17 

..  30 

..  0 . 

..  2 

...  0 

..  0 

...  0 . 

..  0 

1933 

...  134 

..  26 

..  2 . 

..  9 

....  0 

..  0 

...  0 . 

..  0 

1934 

...  175 

..  76 

..  1 . 

..  5 

...  0 

..  0 

...  0 . 

..  0 

1935 

...  53 

..  23 

..  1 . 

..  3 

...  0 

..  0 

...  0 . 

..  0 

1936 

...  168 

..  27 

..  0 . 

..  7 

...  0 

..  0 

...  0 . 

..  2 

1937 

...  181 

..  21 

..  1 . 

..  0 

...  0 

..  0 

...  0 . 

..  2 

1938 

...  289 

..  118 

...  0 . 

..  2 

...  1 

..  4 

...  3 . 

..  1 

1939 

...  55 

...  140 

...  1 . 

..  2 

...  2 

...  3 

...  1 

..  0 

Totals 

...1072 

..  461 

...  6 . 

..  30 

...  3 

..  7 

...  4 

..  5 
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1. 

2. 

£ 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 
23! 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


TABLE  VIII. 

Classification  of  Causes  of  Deaths  during  1939. 

As  recorded  by  the  Registrar  General. 

Causes  of  Death.  M~.  W. 


All  Causes 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheiia  

Influenza  

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Cerbro-Spinal  Fever  

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  

Syphilis  

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane  .... 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  

Diabetes  

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc 

Heart  Disease  

Aneurysm  

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

Peptic  Ulcer  

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 vrs.) 

Appendicitis  

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

Other  Puerperal  Causes  

Congenital  Causes,  etc 

Senility  

Suicide  

Other  Violence  

Other  defined  Diseases  

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  


257 

0 

0 

0 

2 

7 

9 

1 

0 

hi 

0 


16 


21 

63 

0 

7 

5 

23 

5 
2 

6 
1 


1 

2 

10  

0 

0 

12  ..... 

3 

1 

16  

25  

1 


243 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

6 

1 

0 

19 

3 

0 

0 

35 

3 

21 

54 

0 

6 

8 

15 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

5 
1 

7 

1 

2 

15 

3 

3 

6 

22 

0 


Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) — 


Small-pox  0 

Poliomyelitis  1 

Polio-encephalitis  1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  :• — 

Total  26 

Legitimate  25 

Illegitimate 1 


0 

0 

0 


25 
25 
0 ■ 


Live 


Births  : — 
Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Infant  Mortality 
Rate. 

F 


M. 
332  . 
321  . 
11  . 


329 

325 

4 


Birth 

Rate. 


M. 

331 

320 


F. 

328 

324 

4 


Still-births  : — 

19  ...  9 

...  19  ...  9 

Illegitimate  

...  — ...  — 

Population — Birth  Rate,  40,410. 

Death  Rate,  40,670. 
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Borough  of  Port  Talbot. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
the  Borough  of  Port  Talbot. 

Mrs.  Edwards  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  6th  Annual 
Report  upon  the  general  activities  ol  your  Sanitary  Services. 

Having  completed  our  Five  years’  scheme  of  Housing 
Demolition  and  Clearance  Orders,  we  commenced,  during 
the  year,  a systematic  survey  of  Cottage  property  through- 
out the  Borough  with  the  object  of  preparing  another  pro- 
gramme of  Slum  Clearance.  This  work  was  considerably 
disturbed  by  the  period  of  uncertainty  and  crisis  which  ended 
in  the  outbreak  of  war  in  September,  and  was  eventually 
completely  discontinued  as  a result  of  the  recommendations 
contained  in  Housing'  Circular  No.  1866  and  the  re-organisa- 
tion of  duties  as  a result  of  war  conditions. 

During  October  and  November  a complete  re-survey 
of  our  overcrowding  statistics  was  carried  out  with  the  re- 
sult that  our  ovrcrowding  returns  were  for  the  first  time 
since  1936,  completely  revised  and  brought  up  to  date. 

On  October  1st  the  Port  Talbot  Council  became  for 
the  first  time  in  its  history  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 
for  its  administrative  area.  Your  services  were  ready  to 
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function  on  October  the  1st,  but  difficulty  in  respect  of  the 
appointment  of  a Public  Analyst  resulted  in  the  work  being 
held  up  for  a period  of  three  months. 

I have  again  to  acknowledge  and  thank  Council  for 
the  consideration  and  support  accorded  me  in  the  conduct  of 
my  work,  and  I have  also  to  pay  tribute  and  express  my 
appreciation  to  my  staff  for  the  zealous  and  loyal  manner 
they  have  co-operated  with  me  in  the  discharge  of  our 
duties  throughout  the  year. 


1 am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Edwards  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


April,  1940. 
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The  Report  of  G.  A.  MORGAN,  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Inspector  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Acts  and  Housing  Acts. 


GENERAL  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  nature  and  number  of  inspections  carried  out  by  youi 
inspectors  during  the  year  1939  were  as  follows: — 

Housing  Inspections  & Re-inspections  6,495 

Structural  Defects  * 1,309 

Foul  Conditions  642 

Disinfestation  1,128 

Overcrowding  2,380 

Schools  118 

Pigstyes  and  Swine  Keeping  24 

Ashpits,  Privies  and  Cesspools  58 

■Stables,  Refuse  and  Manure  182 

Animals  Improperly  Kept  51 

Other  Nuisances  ■. 349 

Slaughterhouses  . 976 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  2,210 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  221 

Water  Supplies  • 648 

Drains,  Yards  and  W.C’s 1,647 

Infectious  Disease  293 

Workshops  and  Bakehouses  361 

Common  Lodging  Houses  27 

■Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses  18 

Offensive  Trades  197 

Cinemas  29 

Tenements  „ ■. 47 

Billeting  126 

Totals  19,535 


OBSERVATIONS  UPON  THE  INSPECTIONS  MADE 
BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTORS  DURING  1939. 

Housing  Inspections  and  Re-inspections. 

During  1939  a total  of  6,495  inspections  were  made  and 
recorded  under  the  heading  of  Flousing  Inspections  and  Re- 
Inspections.  These  inspections  were  made  as  a result  of  a 
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systematic  inspection  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Re- 
o-ulations  1925,  Infectious  disease  notification,  a variety  ot 
complaints  on  the  part  of  occupiers  and  others,  Ovei crowding 
and  Slum  Clearance  activities,  and  were  often  due  to  en- 
quiries and  observations  made  by  the  (Sanitary  Inspector 
when  inspecting  his  district.  The  action  taken  as  a result 
of  these  visits  was  determined  by  the  Inspector,  and  is  dealt 
with  under  the  various  headings  in  the  Report. 

A total  of  62  houses  were  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations  1925  with  a view  to  preparing 
another  five  year  programme  of  Slum  Clearance  activities, 
but  such  work  had  to  be  suspended  as  a result  of  hostilities. 
Although  we  had  completed  our  first  five  years  programme 
of  Slum  Clearance  we  found  it  necessary  during  the  year  to 
make  four  additional  Demolition  Orders,  one  Closing  Order, 
and  accept  two  undertakings  to  re-condition  unfit  dwellings. 
It  was  decided  that  no  further  Orders  should  be  made  until 
all  houses  with  Orders  already  operative  had  been  demolished 
and  cleared,  so  whilst  on  the  one  hand  a new  housing  survey 
was  in  progress  during  the  year  the  department  wTas  also 
concerned  with  the  difficult  but  necessary  procedure  of  clear- 
ing up  past  clearance  areas,  and  individual  unfit  houses.  This 
work  has  also  been  discontinued  in  view  of  the  suggestion 
contained  in  Housing  Circular  No.  1866. 

Of  773  houses  condemned  during  the  last  five  years 
257  still  remain  occupied.  The  conditions  under  which  the 
occupiers  are  compelled  to  exist  defies  description,  and  the 
position  has  been  further  aggravated  as  a result  of  hostilities 
inasmuch  as  the  building  of  new  houses  has  been  indefinitely 
suspended. 

During  the  year  166  houses  were  erected  bv  private 
enterprise  and  124  by  the  Council.  There  is  still  demand 
for  living  accommodation  by  working  class  families. 


During  the  year  complaints  were  received  of  stagnant 
water  and  damp  soil  around  new  dwelling  houses.  I would 
respectfully  suggest  that  more  attention  be  given  to  the 
drainage  and  the  general  condition  of  building  sites  before 
plans  aie  appioved  for  the  erection  of  dwellinghouses. 

Structural  Defects. 

Unless,  dwelling  houses  are  in  a serious  state  of  dis- 
lepair  requiring  action  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
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Act,  we  avail  ourselves  of  the  nuisance  clauses  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936,  and  a considerable  amount  of  repair  work 
is  carried  out  in  this  manner.  Many  structural  defects  are 
also  classified  as  contraventions  of  the  byelaws  made  in 
respect  of  working  class  houses  and  the  appropriate  action 
taken.  Although  we  have  served  several  notices  under 
these  byelaws,  we  have  not  been  obliged  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  number  of  nuisances  found  existing  under  this 
heading  was  218.  The  number  of  inspections  made  was 
1,509  and  for  the  abatement  of  the  nuisances  discovered  218 
Informal  and  114  Statutory  Notices  were  served.  The 
following  work  was  carried  out  to  comply  with  the  Notices 
served: — 23  floors  relaid,  30  floors  repaired,  7 doors  repaired, 
4 new  doors  fixed,  4 new  back-yard  gates  fixed,  3 back-yard 
gates  repaired,  3 new  back-yard  gate  frames  fixed,  5 doors 
rehung,  6 door  frames  repaired,  8 new  windows  provided,  76 
windows  repaired,  174  sash  cords  provided  to  windows,  59 
roofs  repaired,  5 chimneys  repaired,  11  new  shoots  fixed,  26 
shoots  repaired,  1 structure  demolished,  8 new'  downspouts 
provided,  14  downspouts  repaired,  2 skirting  boards  repaired, 
27  ceilings  repaired,  3 new  ovens  fixed,  4 staircases  repaired, 

3 flashings  repaired,  3 handrails  to  stairs  repaired,  3 mantel- 
pieces made  secure,  3 coppers  repaired,  101  walls  re-plastered, 
198  walls  made  damp-proof,  22  walls  repaired,  6 external 
walls  cemented,  8 boundary  walls  repaired,  9 pantries  pro- 
vided, 2 coalhouse  structures  repaired,  1 dry  area  formed,  8 
door  latches  fixed,  32  grates  repaired,  1 loof  re-slated,  9 
skirting  boards  fixed,  11  ovens  repaired,  2 accumulations  of 
earth  removed  from  against  wall,  1 coalhouse  door  provided, 

4 coalhouse  doors  repaired,  1 coalhouse  door  frame  repaired, 

1 coalhouse  structure  rebulit,  3 walls  repaired,  3 sills  to 
windows  repaired,  4 catches  to  windows  provided,  11 
windows  made  openable,  6 new  grates  provided,  2 new 
weatherboards  fixed,  1 copper  provided,  1 shoot  cleansed,  3 
partitions  constructed,  1 pantry  ceiling  repaired,  1 coalhouse 
roof  provided,  1 wall  behind  taps  cemented,  1 front  door  re- 
paired, 1 valley  gutter  repaired,  1 new  stair  provided,  1 
dangerous  structure  made  good,  1 washing  facilities  provided, 

2 hearths  repaired,  1 sky-light  repaired,  1 coalhouse  structure 
removed. 

Foul  Conditions. 

These  are  of  a miscellaneous  character  and  include 
nuisances  from  blocked  drains,  cesspools,  foul  ditches, 
gutters,  foul  and  dirty  dwellings  and  other  offensive 
conditions. 
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During  the  year  135  nuisances  under  this  heading 
were  discovered  for  the  abatement  of  which  135  Informal  and 
8 Statutory  Notices  were  served.  A total  of  642  inspections 
were  made  for  the  purpose  and  the  following  works  carried 
out: — 65  blocked  drains  cleared,  1 poultry  shed  limewashed 
and  run  cleansed,  2 nuisances  from  water-standing  abated,  1 
gully  cleansed,  3 foul  smells  abated,  1 sewer  repaired,  7 
blocked  sewers  cleared,  1 road  gully  cleansed,  33  houses 
cleansed,  1 foul  ditch  cleansed,  3 dead  sheep  carcases  re- 
moved, 3 yards  cleansed. 

Disinfestation  of  Foul  and  Verminous  Houses 

During  1939  we  continued  the  practiec  of  treating  the 
furniture  from  unfit  houses  with  Hydrogen  Cyanide  gas  as 
a safeguard  against  the  introduction  of  vermin  into  the  new 
Council  houses  about  to  be  occupied.  During  the  month  of 
January  furniture  belonging  to  141  households  was  removed 
and  treated.  Owing  to  the  danger  associated  with  Hydrogen 
Cyanide  gas  and  its  slow  rate  of  evaporation  from  bedding, 
etc.,  all  the  bedding  from  these  households  was  disinfested 
by  steam. 


During  the  year  the  Council  were  obliged  to  cleanse 
and  disinfest  a dwellinghous — 17  John  Street,  Aberavon- — in 
default  of  action  by  the  occupier.  Accumulations  of  rubbish, 
papers,  old  furniture,  bedding,  etc.,  were  destroyed  by  burn- 
ing and  the  whole  house  thoroughly  sprayed  and  fumigated, 
and  later  washed  out  with  disinfectant.  The  total"  cost  in- 
volved f8|10|0 — was  recovered  from  the  occupier. 

A total  of  1,128  inspections  were  made  during  1939  as 
a result  of  our  disinfesting  activities. 


During  the  year  43  houses  were  discovered  to  be  in- 
tested  with  vermin.  Notices  were  served  and  fumigants 
and  insecticide  provided  to  assist  the  occupiers  to  rid  their 
dwellings  of  vermin  From  time  to  time  people  call  at  the 
office  to  obtain  supplies  of  fumigants  and  insecticides  in  order 
to  rid  their  premises  of  vermin,  but  request  on  the  grounds 

InsoecTor7  Xh  ^ tUr?er  action  be  faken  by  the  Sanitary 
inspector.  Their  wishes  are  respected  and  whilst  all 

by  aeas'tlsfrTT4titTTT5iers  are  not  fl,rther  emb— d 

Overcrowding. 

plete  r°rvge7oefrnthS  °f  NoYember  and  December  a com- 
p ete  re-survey  of  the  overcrowding  statistics  of  the  Borough 
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was  carried  out.  The  result  of  this  re-survey  applying  to 
each  Ward  of  the  Borough  is  as  follows: — 


Ward. 

Cases 
recorded 
to  Dec., 
31st,  1938. 

Abated 

during 

1939. 

Cases  dis- 
covered dur- 
ing 1939. 

Total  cases 
recorded 
to  Dec., 
31st,  1939. 

Aberavon  South 

101  . 

92 

41  ... 

50 

Abe  ra von  North 

48  . 

39 

24  ... 

33 

Cwmavon  

56 

35 

15  ... 

36 

Margam  West 

22  . 

22 

15  ... 

15 

Margam  Central 

30  . 

16 

11  ... 

25 

Margam  North 

7 . 

8 

9 ... 

8 

Council  Houses 
(Whole  Boro’). 

17  . 

18 

14  ... 

13 

Totals  .... 

281  . 

230 

129  ... 

...  180 

It  will  be  noticed  that  230  cases  were  abated  during 
1939,  and  129  cases  discovered  during  the  same  period.  The 
corresponding  figure  for  1938  being  99  cases  abated  and  32 
discovered.  This  considerable  increase  is  accounted  for  by 
the  sudden  increase  in  our  population  due  to  unofficial 
evacuees  in  this  area  between  September  and  December. 
Acting  as  Chief  Billeting  Officer  for  the  Borough  1 arranged 
for  the  transfer  of  many  of  these  people  to  the  official  recep- 
tion areas  scheduled  for  them.  In  a large  number  of  other 
cases  they  simply  returned  to  their  homes  or  to  other 
districts  where  billeting  allowances  were  obtainable. 


No  action  was  taken  where  overcrowding  was  caused 
as  a result  of  the  reception  by  relations  of  persons  from  areas 
threatened  with  attack  and  of  course  no  action  was  taken  in 
those  cases  where  overcrowding  was  the  result  of  increases 
in  the  families  or  the  respective  ages  of  the  children.  In  25 
cases  constituting  a contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Act,  notices  under  section  59  (5)  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  were  served  on  the  landlord  and  in  the  majority  of 
the  cases  such  action  produced  the  desired  effect. 

The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year 
was  2,380, 
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Schools. 

Visits  are  frequently  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
to  the  several  schools  of  the  Borough.  The  Sanitary 
arrangements  are  free  of  serious  nuisance  but  one  does  feel 
that  limewashing  and  cleansing  of  lavatory  walls  should  be 
carried  out  at  more  frequent  intervals  and  whilst  there  is  now 
very  little  soiling  of  pans  and  seats  by  excreta  and  urine 
the  w.c.  pans  should  be  free  from  stains  and  should  show  a 
clean  white  glazed  surface.  It  is  time  that  all  trough  closets 
in  our  schools  were  abolished  and  replaced  by  pedestal  pans 
so  that  the  school  sanitary  arrangements  could  resemble 
those  of  the  home.  The  introduction  of  toilet  paper,  whilst 
possibly  adding  to  administrative  costs,  would,  if  properly 
controlled,  prevent  some  of  the  fouling  now  taking  place. 

Another  feature  that  attracted  attention  during  the 
year  was  the  dirty  and  smoke-stained  condition  of  the  walls 
in  all  but  one  of  the  handicraft  centres  of  this  Borough.  It 
is  farcical  to  teach  hygiene  to  pupils  if  the  application  of  such 
principles  is  conspicuous  by  its  absence.  The  walls  of  these 
centres  should  be  cleansed  and  whitewashed  or  colourwashed 
at  least  every  twelve  months;  a light  colouring  would  also 
serve  to  improve  the  lighting  which  is  in  mv  opinion  in- 
adequate. 

The  number  of  visits  made  during  1939  was  118  during 
which  2 nuisances  were  discovered  and  2 notices  served.  The 

following  was  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year : 2 

automatic  flushing  tanks  provided  ; 1 main  roof  repaired  ; 1 
ceiling  repaired ; 2 new  water  supplies  provided  ; 1 new  water 
supply  to  urinal ; 1 new  manhole  cover  provided. 


Pigstyes  and  Swine  Keeping. 

There  were  2 nuisances  arising  during  the  vear  from 
the  keeping  of  pigs.  In  respect  of  these  nuisances  24  in- 
spections were  made  and  2 Notices  served.  Works  carried 
out  to  comply  with  such  notices  being  as  follows— 2 new  pi°-- 

Mmeewa0sheSd.Pr0V  1 ' pigStye  C'eared  of  rats  J 1 pigstye 


Ashpits,  Privies  and  Cesspools. 

fivies  and  cesspools  are  associated  with 
Borourt  Pr0gressive,-v  ^appearing  in  our 

nation  of  ,,l  h ‘S  a h,rgr  measure  due  to  the  condem- 
nation of  old  property  and  the  erection  of  new  dwelling- 
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houses,  and  also  the  construction  of  new  sewerage  systems 
in  hitherto  undrained  parts  of  the  Borough.  During  the 
year  58  inspections  were  made  under  this  heading.  Two 
Informal  Notices  were  served  in  respect  of  the  2 nuisances 
discovered  and  the  following  works  were  carried  out : — 2 cess- 
pools provided ; 1 foul  privy  abolished. 

Stables,  Refuse  and  Manure. 

During  the  year  182  inspections  were  made  under  this 
head  and  the  28  nuisances  discovered  were  dealt  with  by  In- 
formal action.  The  continual  reduction  in  the  number  of 
town  stables  shows  a corresponding  decrease  in  the  number 
of  our  recorded  visits  for  such  purposes. 

Animals  Improperly  Kept. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  was 
51.  Twelve  nuisances  were  discovered  and  12  Informal  and 
1 Statutory  Notices  were  served.  During  the  same  period 
the  following  was  done  to  comply  with  the  notices  served  : — 
1 poultry  shed  removed  to  at  least  20ft.  from  house;  6 cases 
of  improper  keeping  of  animals  abated;  1 keeping  of  poultry 
discontinued. 

Other  Nuisances. 

These  are  nuisances  in  respect  of  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 
and  other  Structures,  Atmospheric  Smoke  and  Grit  Pollu- 
tion, Oil  Pollution  of  foreshore,  Infestation  of  rats  and  mice 
and  other  nuisances  that  cannot  be  classified  under  any 
particular  heading. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  other  Structures. 

There  were  no  collection  of  camps  nor  tents  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year.  Warnings  were  administered  in 
a few  isolated  cases  where  tents  were  pitched  oi  occupied  in 
a manner  that  contravened  the  Borough  byelaws.  Tn  one 
case  where  a verv  defiant  attitude  was  adopted  to  warnings 
of  Council,  we  were  obliged  to  take  police  court  proceedings 
against  the  land  owner  in  respect  of  an  unlicenced  camping 
site,  and  against  the  occupant  of  a caravan  for  a contraven- 
tion of  our  byelaws  relating  to  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.  A 
penalty  of  ten  shillings  was  imposed  in  each  case  and  the 
Court  in  addition  made  an  Order — suspended  for.  14  days— - 
prohibiting  the  use  of  the  van  for  human  habitation  within 
the  Borough, 
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Atmospheric  Smoke  and  Grit  Pollution. 

We  received  no  complaint  of  smoke  pollution  during 
the  year  and  from  the  observations  made  from  time  to  time 
I am  pleased  to  report  that  there  was  an  appreciative  im- 
provement in  our  atmospheric  conditions,  so  much  so,  that 
no  special  action  was  called  for  during  this  period.  It  has  to 
be  realised,  however,  that  we  are  in  the  peculiar  position  of 
having  all  our  main  industries  between  the  town  and  the  sea, 
and  the  prevailing  winds  are  from  the  direction  of  the  sea. 


Oil  Pollution  of  Foreshore. 

Visits  to  various  parts' of  the  beach  and  foreshore 
during  the  year  did  not  reveal  any  oil  pollution  as  to  justify 
action  by  Council.  A visit  was,  however,  paid  to  the  Self 
Sentering  Works  at  Aberavon  in  respect  of  the  discharge  of 
oil  into  the  River  Afan.  The  practice  was  immediately  dis- 
continued and  has  not  been  repeated  since. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

Considerable  time  has  been  given  to  the  destruction 
of  rats  during  the  year.  The  activities  of  your  Officers  in 
attempting  to  reduce  the  rat  population  of'  our  Borough 
should  not  be  misinterpreted  as  relieving  the  individual  re- 
sponsibility of  occupiers  of  lands  and  dwellinghouses  never- 
theless, I am  satisfied  that  the  assistance  given  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  is  effective  and  appreciated.  Quantities 
ot  poison  baits  have  been  deposited,  under  supervision  on 
our  refuse  dumps,  river  banks  and  at  points  in  our  sewers, 
t he  drain  testing  machine  has  been  used  for  the  fumigation 
of  rat  holes.  _ In  those  cases  where  poison  would  cause  the 
rats  to  die  in  inaccessible  parts  of  dwelling  houses  and  cause 
a nuisance,  rat  traps  and  cages  are  loaned,  and  in  addition 
non-poisonous  sticky  rat  lime  is  placed  on  trays  and  fixed  in 
rat  runs  the  rat  having  crossed  the  tray  is  unable  to  extri- 

nf  f °m  tj11S  mixture.  A considerable  amount 

ot  negligence  and  indifference  contributes  to  the  rat  infesta- 
tion of  many  dwelling  houses  due  to  waste  food  being  left  in 

back  yards  and  m close  proximity  to  dwellings.  \ laro-e 
reproof  SS  Pr6miSeS  m the  area  cannot  be  considered 


inu  ofT‘hntrmver  °f  ins,?ectio^sf parried  out  under  the  head- 
ng  of  Other  Nuisances  was  349  and  for  the  abatement  of 

e 49  nuisances  fomid  49  Informal  Notices  and  12  Statutory 

follo™§-  remedial  measures 
cleared"  of  rats  - 4 16  ^ ear  : ^ premises  and  houses 

prevent  flooding  7 PremiS6S  deanSed’  1 work  done  to 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  the  production,  storage,  distribution  and  ex- 
posure for  sale  of  meat  and  various  foods  was  2,210.  The 
general  standard  of  the  food  supply  of  this  Borough  is  very 
g'ood  and  satisfactory,  and  1 have  to  commend  the  concern 
and  interest  shown  by  a large  number  of  traders  in  this 
Borough  towards  the  purity  and  quality  of  the  food  they 
expose  for  sale. 

As  a result  of  the  coming  into  operation  during  the 
year  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938,  all  premises  used  for 
the  sale,  or  the  manufacture  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  of  ice 
cream,  or  the  storage  of  ice  cream  intended  for  sale  and 
premises  used  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausage 
or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for 
sale,  were  inspected  and  their  general  condition  reported 
upon. 


Notices  were  served  on  the  proprietors  of  28  food  pre- 
mises to  appear  before  Council,  inasmuch  as  structural 
alterations  or  improvements  were  required,  or  that  they  were 
unsuitable  as  food  preparing  premises.  Council  considered 
that  five  of  these  premises  were  totally  unsuitable  for  the 
purpose  and  therefore  registration  was  refused.  The  re- 
maining 23  agreed  to  carry  out  works  of  improvement 
approved  by  Council,  and  such  work  having  been  completed 
these  premises  have  now  been  registered.  There  is  within 
the  Borough  a total  of  92  food  premises  registered  in  accord- 
ance with  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938. 

The  following  is  the  quantity  of  diseased  and  unsound 
meat  and  other  foods  condemned  during  the  year: — 

8 bovine  carcases;  5 sheep  carcases;  2 pig  carcases; 
49  bovine  heads;  47  bovine  lungs;  27  bovine  livers;  9 bovine 
mesenteries;  9 cow  udders;  6 bovine  omentums ; 7 bovine 
intestines;  9 bovine  spleens;  7 bovine  hearts;  9 bovine 
stomachs  ; 1 bovine  tongue  ; 293  sheep  lungs  ; 262  sheep  livers  ; 
72  sheep  spleens;  6 sheep  intestines;  10  sheep  hearts;  75 
pigs  livers ; 70  pigs  lungs ; 2 pigs  intestines ; 65  pigs  heads ; 
1 pig  kidney;  6 pigs  hearts;  61,bs.  of  pork;  33|l,bs.  of  mutton; 
7121bs.  of  beef;  501bs.  of  cooked  ham;  2041bs.  of  jellied  veal; 
2801bs.  of  herrings;  421bs.  of  kippered  herrings;  841bs.  of 
haddock;  6 hake;  29£lbs.  of  beetroot;  281bs.  of  carrots;  20 
lemons;  127  bananas;  4 pears;  35%4bs.  of  brussel  sprouts;  1 
cask  of  cauliflower  in  brine;  70  tins  of  mixed  fruit;  19  tins 
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of  baked  beans;  19  tins  of  pineapple  lingers;  12  tins  of  chef 
mayonnaise;  12  tins  of  salmon;  6 tins  of  crab;  5 tins  of 
lobsters;  2 tins  of  sliced  peaches;  3 tins  of  peaches;  1 tin  of 
pine  apple  slices;  17  tins  of  ideal  milk;  53  tins  of  tomatoes; 
8 tins  of  pressed  beef;  9 tins  of  sardines;  4 tins  of  luncheon 
beef;  2 tins  of  fruit  salad;  24  tins  of  cream;  14  tins  of  peas; 
2 boftles  of  sauce ; 2 bottles  of  mayonnaise ; 30  tins  of  pine 
apple;  1 tin  of  apricots;  1 tin  of  herrings  with  tomatoe  sauce; 
11  tins  of  strawberries;  19  tins  of  oranges;  6 tins  of  rasp- 
berries; 12  tins  of  loganberries;  1 tin  of  pilchards;  9 tins  of 
condensed  milk;  6 tins  of  luncheon  meat  roll;  9 tins  of  pears; 
4 tins  of  grapefruit ; 2 tins  of  beetroot ; 1 tin  of  ham  and 
green  peas;  ll%4bs.  of  banquet  ham;  3 tins  of  pineapple 
chunks ; 241bs.  of  sausage  ; 8001bs.  of  kidney  beans. 

Port  Talbot  a Food  and  Drug  Authority, 

In  October  of  this  year  we  became  a Food  and  Drugs 
Authority.  A misunderstanding,  however,  arose  as  to  the 
appointment  of  a Public  Analyst.  We  had  reason  to  believe 
that  all  Food  and  Drugs  Analysis  for  the  County  Council 
was  carried  out  at  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Cardiff,  but  when  steps  were  taken  to  appoint 
an  analyst  we  suddenly  became  aware  that  such  work  for  the 
West  Glamorgan  Areas  was  carried  out  at  Swansea.  The 
appointment  of  the  County  Analyst  at  Cardiff  could  there- 
foie  lesult  in  the  possibility  of  Port  Talbot  Council  havin°' 
to  pay  compensation  for  loss  of  emoluments  of  the  Swansea 
Laboratory  in  accordance  with  Section  95  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938. 


were  more  than  doubled  by  way  of 
tails  of  such  activities  of  course  go 
will  not  be  reported  upon  until  next 


year. 
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Merchandise  Marks  Act  1926,  and  the  Orders  made  there- 
under. 

Having  become  a Food  and  Drugs  Authority  the  Port 
Talbot  Council  is  also  the  authority  in  accordance  with 
Section  9 of  the  Act  to  execute  the  provisions  of  the 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  and  Orders. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  and  the  Order 
made  thereunder  and  known  as  the  Milk  (Special  Desig- 
nation) Order  1926,  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation) 
Act,  1915,  and  the  Order  made  thereunder  and  known  as 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

The  above  Acts  have  been  repealed  and  are  now  in- 
corporated within  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  which  came  into  operation  on  October  1st,  1939.  Power 
is  given  to  the  Minister  of  Health  to  make  Regulations 
(Orders  being  now  called  Regulations). 

The  work  of  cowshed  reconstruction  proceeded  slowly 
during  the  year;  much  has  yet  to  be  done  before  1 can  report 
all  our  cowsheds  to  be  of  a good  modern  standard. 

Our  ordinary  milk  supply  continues  to  be  of  a good 
general  quality.  Amongst  our  numerous  sampling  results 
are  three  unsatisfactory  reports  due  to  Bacillus  Coliform 
content.  Inasmuch  as  the  presence  of  B.  Coli  is  indicative 
of  manurial  contamination  producers  were  written  and  re- 
quested to  improve  their  methods  so  as  to  ensure  scrupulous 
cleanliness.  All  purveyors  are  notified  of  sampling  results. 
This  practice  is  appreciated  and  serves  to  encourage  a pride 
and  interest  in  the  quality  of  the  milk  produced  and  supplied 
within  the  Borough. 

One  can  only  feel  disappointed  with  the  sampling 
results  of  pasteurised  milk  retailed  within  the  area.  This 
disappointment  is  more  pronounced  inasmuch  as  so  much 
effort  has  been  expended  to  encourage  the  production  of  a 
good  pasteurised  milk.  The  two  firms  supplying  pasteuris- 
ed milk  within  the  area  are  Messrs.  Richards  Bros.,  Port 
Talbot,  and  Messrs.  The  Co-operative  Dairies  of  Llanharan, 
via  the  several  Co-operative  Societies  established  within  the 
Borough.  Several  unsatisfactory  results  have  been  re- 
corded against  both  firms,  but  Messrs.  Richards  Bros,  appear 
to  have  a very  high  percentage  of  these  unsatisfactory  re- 
sults. As  doubts  were  some  times  expressed  by  Messrs. 
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Richards  Bros,  regarding  the  accuracy  of  sampling  results, 
1 insisted  that  automatic  recording  charts  should  be  fixed  to 
the  pasteurising  plant,  the  charts  to  be  forwarded  to  my 
office  each  week-end.  During  the  month  of  December,  1938 
I arranged  for  a five  days’  test  to  be  applied  to  the  pasteuris- 
ing plant  at  the  dairy.  The  time  and  temperature  during 
the  pasteurisation  process  were  supervised  and  checked  by 
a member  of  my  staff,  and  a sample  of  milk  taken  each  day 
for  analysis. 


In  each  case  the  sample  proved  satisfactory  thereby 
indicating  that  unsatisfactory  samples  received  from  this 
dairy  were  due  entirely  to  matters  over  which  the  proprietor 
could  exercise  control. 


The  principal  of  this  firm  was  asked  to  appear  before 
the  Sanitary  Committee  in  March,  1938,  when  it  was  decided 
that  the  remainder  of  the  year  should  serve  as  a probationary 
period.  A slight  improvement  followed,  but  during  1939, 
unsatisfactory  sampling  results  appear  to  become  more 
numerous  and  several  results  indicate  under-pasteurisation 
or  the  presence  of  untreated  milk.  The  protection  afforded 
the  public  by  the  consumption  of  pasteurised  milk  did  there- 
fore not  exist. 


Under-pasteurisation  is  due  to  the  milk  not  being 

heated  to  the  required  temperature  of  at  least  145°  Fahrenheit 

ancl  retained  at  such  a temperature  for  at  least  30  minutes 

and  this  is  often  due  to  more  attention  being  given  to  what 

is  commercially  called  “cream  line”  than  to  the"  public  health 

safeguards  claimed  for  adequately  treated  milk.  That  the 

samples  analysed  should  indicate  presence  of  untreated  milk 

forces  one  to  the.  only  conclusion  possible  that  when  the 

supply  of  pasteurised  milk  is  inadequate  to  meet  a sudden 

demand  or  falls  short  of  ordinary  requirements  and  to  avoid 

another  holding  of  thirty  minutes,  untreated  milk  is  added 

1 furni  °f-  Messrs-  Richards  Bros,  has  now  ceased  to  exist, 

J He  tesin3,ss  and  Peruses  have  been  taken  over  bv 

enough  tThf  P°7aT  DairV  CoiPPany-  T am  optimistic 
enough  to  hope  for  better  sampling  results. 

in  resnectSt  better  general  standard  was  shown 
respect  of  the  pasteurised  milk  supplied  bv  the 

UoXthemnSt?CietieS  Samp,es  Proved  unsatisfactory. 

TDnlV  matter  up  with  the  manager  of  the  C.W.S.  DairV 
Uanharan,  who,  whilst  regretting  such  results  assured  me  of 
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the  serious  efforts  made  under  most  difficult  conditions  to 
supply  a good  milk.  The  quantity  of  milk  pasteurised  at 
Llanharan  was  so  immense  that  a great  strain  was  thrown 
upon  the  plant  and  the  capacity  of  the  Dairy.  In  order  to 
meet  the  public  demand  for  the  milk  a shift  system  for  the 
workmen  was  in  operation.  When  the  larger  and  more  up- 
to-date  premises  now  in  course  of  erection  at  Aberdare  was 
completed  the  management  fully  anticipated  a hundred  per 
cent,  good  sampling  result. 

The  following  persons  were  licenced  during  the  year 
to  retail  graded  milks  within  the  Borough  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Special  Designations)  Order 
1936 : — • 

Messrs.  Richards  Bros.,  Port  Talbot.  Grade  (Tuberculin  Tested)  Milk 

Messrs.  Richards  Bros.,  Port  Talbot. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Pasteuriser’s  Licence. 

Messrs.  The  Afon  Valley  Co-operative  Society,  Cwmavon. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Supplementary  Licenc. 

Messrs.  The  Pantdu  Co-operative  Society,  Cwmavon. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : .Supplementary  Licence. 

Messrs.  The  Pontrhydyfen  Co-operative  Society. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Supplementary  Licence 

Messrs.  The  Briton  Ferry  & Neath  Co-operative  Society. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Supplementary  Licence 

Messrs.  The  Taibach  & Port  Talbot  Co-operative  Society. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Supplementary  Licence. 

Mr.  A.  Price,  Tudor  Street,  Port  Talbot. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Supplementary  Licence. 

Messrs.  Meadowland  Milk  Ltd.,  David  St.,  Swansea. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Supplementary  Licence. 


Milks  Licenced  by  outside  Authorities. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Thomas,  Old  Farm,  Margam,  licenced  by 
the  Glamorgan  County  Council  to  produce  and  sell  Tuber- 
c’din  Tested  Milk. 

Mrs.  Mary  Radcliffe,  Kenfig  Farm ; Mrs.  Letitia 
Thomas,  Tydu  Farm,  and  Mr.  James  Lean,  Llanmihangel 
Farm,  Margam,  are  licenced  by  the  Glamorgan  County 
Council  to  sell  Accredited  Milk. 

During  the  vear  221  inspections  were  made  of  various 
dairies  and  cowsheds.  Eight  Informal  Notices  were  served 
and  the  following  work  carried  out : — 3 cowshed  floors  re- 
constructed; supply  of  water  laid  on  to  dairy;  New  cooling 
house  built;  8 cowshed  roofs  limewashed, 
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School  Milk. 

As  a result  of  complaints  I was  instructed  by  the 
Sanitary  Committee  to  sample  once  monthly  for  a period  of 
six  months  all  school  milks.  The  summarised  results  being 
as  follows : — 


School. 

Purveyor. 

Satis- 

factory 

Results. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Results. 

St.  Joseph’s 

....  Taibach  & Port  Talbott  Co-opera- 

tive  Society 

5 . 

1 

Sandfields 

ft  ft  tf 

5 . 

1 

pastern 

ft  ) t » » 

6 . 

— 

Cwmavon 

....  Pantdu  Co-operative  Society 

6 . 

— 

Pontrh  vdvfen 

....  Pontrhvdvfen  Co-operative  Sctv. 

5 . 

1 

Central 

A.  Price,  12  Tudor  Street 

5 . 

1 

Mountain 

....  Messrs.  Richards  Bros. 

5 . 

1 

Brvn 

tf  ft 

5 . 

1 

Baglan 

ft  tf 

4 . 

2 

Trefelin 

ft  ft 

3 . 

3 

Groes 

ft  ft 

4 . 

2 

Ihe  attention  of  the  Education  Committee  was  drawn 
to  the  very  unsatisfactory  sampling  results  of  the  milk 
supplied  to  Baglan,  Groes  and  Trefelin  Schools. 


General  Sampling  of  Milk  Supplies. 


No.  Sampled 

Grade 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory 

84 

....  Pasteurised 

59 

25 

1 

....  Tuberculin  Tested 

1 

42 

....Ordinary 

32 

10 

Total  127 

9! 

36 

Slaughterhouses. 


• , . ^herf  w*s  no  change  in  the  general  condition  of  the 
eight  slaughterhouses  during  the  year.  No  further  progress 

Zttoir  -,;tnhreSPAk0f  the  p;0™™’  and  erection  of  a public 
abattoir,  although  1 have  still  to  stress  that  this  is  the  most 

sTeTwhi^td  f°Ur  Boro^h'  , The  M abattoir  at  Water 
“ *hjcb,  had  for  years  been  leased  to  a firm  of  butchers 
returned  during  the  year  to  the  possession  of  Council  In 
vtew  of  the  possibility  of  this  Slaughterhouse  being  used  by 
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the  Ministry  of  Food  as  a slaughtering  point  for  the  Minis- 
try’s War  Scheme  of  slaughtering,  certain  alterations  and 
improvements  were  carried  out.  It  must  not  be  imagined 
however  that  such  improvements  entitles  this  premises  to  be 
considered  as  efficient  and  up-to-date,  for  nothing  short  of 
complete  demolition  and  rebuilding  would  be  necessary,  and 
the  space  available  on  this  site  is  totally  inadequate  for  a 
modern  structure. 

Nine  hundred  and  seventy-five  visits  of  inspections 
were  made  to  slaughterhouses  during  the  year. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924.  Notification  of 
Slaughter  and  presence  of  Diseased  Meat. 

The  requirements  of  these  Regulations  were  well 
observed  during  1939. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

This  Act  is  in  force  in  the  Borough  applying  to  all 
animals  slaughtered  for  human  food.  All  slaughtermen  are 
licenced,  and  although  a few  warnings  were  issued  during  the 
year,  the  provisions  of  this  Act  were  complied  with  in  a very 
good  spirit. 

Water  Supply. 

During  the  year  648  visits  were  made  to  various  parts 
of  the  Borough  in  connection  with  oiir  water  supplies.  As 
a result  of  such  visits  43  nuisances  were  discovered,  and  43 
Informal  and  26  Statutory  Notices  were  served  to  secure 
their  abatement.  Numerous  samples  of  water  were  taken 
from  our  various  supplies,  the  result  of  the  Chemical  and 
Bacteriological  Analysis  of  same  will  be  reported  upon  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

During  the  year  the  following  work  was  carried  out- — 
26  new  water  supplies  connected  to  w.c.  tanks;  20  adequate 
water  supplies  provided;  8 water  supplies  repaired;  2 hot 
water  supplies  restored;  2 water  taps  repaired;  1 new  water 
supply  provided;  1 water  tap  fixed. 

Drains,  Yards  and  W C’s. 

During  the  vear  the  number  of  inspections  under  this 
head  was  1.647.  As  a result  of  these  inspections  204  nuis- 
ances were  discovered  for  the  abatement  of  which  204  In- 
formal Notices  and  64  Stafutorv  Notices  were  served.  The 
work  carried  out  during  the  vear  was  as  follows: — 9 w.c. 
structures  repaired;  2 w.c’s.  cleansed;  2 new  w.c.  structures 
built;  2 w.c.  structures  rebuilt;  32  new  w.c.  tanks  fixed;  21 
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w.c.  tanks  repaired;  8 inspection  chambers  constructed;  1 
inspection  chamber  covers  fixed;  23  new  w.c.  pans  fixed; 
inspection  chambers  rendered;  5 manholes  cleansed;  13  man- 
holes repaired;  10  new  waste  pipes  fixed;  4 drains  relaid;  16 
drains  repaired;  1 drain  covered;  3 new  drainage  systems 
constructed;  7 manholes  benched;  1 intercepting  trap  fixed; 
13  new  w.c.  seats  fixed;  6 w.c.  seats  repaired;  3 new  w.c. 
doors  provided;  6 w.c.  doors  repaired;  4 w.c.  door  frames 
repaired;  2 w.c.  door  frames  fixed;  1 w.c.  door  re-hung;  2 w.c. 
latches  fixed;  5 w.c.  walls  made  damp-proof;  11  w.c.  walls 
plastered;  1 w.c.  pan  joint  fixed  to  drain;  1 new  bath  fixed; 
1 waste  pipe  lengthened ; 1 w.c.  window  provided ; 2 down- 
spouts fixed  to  w.c.;  2 joints  between  w.c.  pan  and  flush  pipe 
repaired;  4 ventilation  shafts  provided;  4 ventilation  shafts 
repaired ; 14  w.c.  roofs  repaired ; 2 w.c.  roofs  re- 
slated ; 1 w.c.  floor  repaired ; 3 drainage  systems 

altered;  8 yards  re-laid;  5 yards  repaired;  5 w.c. 
ceilings  repaired;  1 urinal  stall  cleansed;  3 w.c. 

floors  re-laid;  4 gully  grids  fixed;  8 gullies  dished;  2 w.c. 
risers  fixed;  3 drains  connected  to  sewer;  4 manhole  frames 
fixed;  4 chains  fixed  to  flush  tanks;  3 w.c.  pans  cleansed;  10 
w.c.  overflows  fixed;  5 shoots  to  w.c.  roof  fixed;  5 new  sinks 
fixed;  3 new  gullies  fixed;  2 water  storage  tanks  repaired;  1 
tap  to  hot  and  cold  system  repaired ; 1 yard  channelling 

repaired. 


During  the  year  the  sewerage  system  of  Bryn  was 
connected  to  a trunk  sewer  constructed  from  the  Goytre  area 
through  the  Dyffryn  Valley  to  Bryn.  Tribute  must  be  paid 
to  the  energy  and  enterprise  displayed  in  constructing  this 
sewer  through  the  valley,  as  it  resulted  in  the  abatement  of 
one  of  the  biggest  public  health  nuisances  in  the  Borough. 

4 he  Oakw ood  and  Ynysygwas  areas  have  been  sewer- 
ed, but  there  is  regrettable  delay  in  coming  to  an  agreement 
vyith  the  Glyncorrwg  U.D-C.  in  respect  to  the  connection  of 
these  small  systems  to  the  Glyncorrwg  main  trunk  sewer 
this  delay,  results  in  untreated  sewage  continuing  to  drain 
into  the  River  Afan,  and  during  the  summer  a serious  nuis- 

ti  neo  a v i r*  4- 


r,  A flew  trunk  sewer  has  been  constructed  in  the 

Corporation  Road  and  in  the  Dunraven  Street  areas.  Con- 
siderable flooding  has  been  experienced  in  this  District  but 
as  a result  of  tests  carried  out  after  the  construction  of’  this 
new  sewer  I am  assured  that  such  flooding  will  cease. 

t\t  ^1e  C(?ntemplated  new  sewerage  schemes  for  the 

Marg  m , Vivian  Park  areas  have"  unfortunately  bee" 
postponed  as  a result  of  the  present  hostilities. 


O Oi 
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Infectious  Disease. 

All  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  by  the  Medical 
Practitioners  in  the  area  are  immediately  visited  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  Every  inquiry  is  made  to  ascertain  the 
possible  source,  and  also  to  endeavour  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  the  disease.  If  the  patient  cannot  be  adequately  isolated 
at  home,  arrangements,  are  made  for  removal  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  After  a case  has  been  removed  to  hospital,  or  in 
the  case  of  a patient  isolated  at  home,  immediately  after 
complete  recovery,  the  rooms,  bedding  and  clothing  are  dis- 
infected. The  number  of  visits  recorded  under  this  heading 
during  the  year  were  293.  A total  of  255  houses  were  dis- 
infected, and  270  lots  of  bedding  and  clothing  disinfected. 

The  diseases  notified  during  the  year  and  their  distri- 
bution into' Wards  of  the  Borough  are  as  follows: — 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Fifty-nine  cases  were  notified  during  the  year- — not 
one  of  these  being  later  withdrawn.  The  number  was  a 
considerable  decrease  when  compared  with  the  302  cases 
notified  during  1938.  Of  these  cases  55  were  removed  to 
hospital. 


WARDS. 


Month. 

Margam 

West 

Margam 

Central 

Margam 

North 

Aberavon 

South 

Aberavon 

North 

Cwm- 

avon 

Total 

Removals 
to  Hospital 

Jan. 

2 ... 

2 ... 

0 

..  5 

...  1 

...  i 

...  11 

...  11 

Feb. 

2 ... 

1 ... 

0 

..  0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  4 

...  4 

Mar.  ... 

3 ... 

0 ... 

0 

..  1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  4 

...  4 

April  ... 

1 ... 

0 ... 

1 . 

..  2 

...  0 

...  0 

..  4 

...  4 

May 

1 ... 

1 ... 

0 

..  1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  3 

...  3 

June 

0 ... 

3 ... 

0 

..  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  3 

...  3 

July  ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

..  0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  1 

...  1 

Aug.  ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

1 

..  0 

...  2 

...  0 

...  3 

...  2 

Sept.  ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

..  4 

...  1 

...  1 

...  6 

5 

Oct. 

0 ... 

1 ... 

0 

..  6 

...  1 

...  0 

...  8 

...  7 

Nov.  ... 

2 ... 

0 ... 

0 

..  7 

...  1 

...  0 

...  10 

...  9 

Dec. 

1 ... 

0 .. 

0 

..  0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  2 

...  2 

Totals 

12  ... 

8 ... 

2 

..  26 

...  8 

...  3 

...  59 

...  55 
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The  number  of  houses  affected  was  55 

51  houses  with  1 case  

4 houses  with  2 cases  8 

Total  cases  59 


Diphtheria. 

Of  the  182  cases  reported,  39  were  later  proved  to  be 
negative  and  removed  from  our  records.  The  recorded 
cases  were  therefore  143.  Only  3 of  these  cases  were 
isolated  and  treated  at  home.  These  figures  show  a con- 
siderable increase  over  the  number  of  cases  reported  in  1938. 


WARDS. 


Month. 

Margam 

West 

Margam 

Central 

Margam 

North 

Aberavon 

South 

Aberavon 

North 

i 

H 

Total 

Removals 
to  Hospital 

Jan. 

. 4 

...  0 ... 

0 . 

..  4 

..  1 ... 

0 

..  9 

...  9 

Feb. 

. 2 

...  1 ... 

1 . 

..  4 

..  3 ... 

0 

..  11 

...  11 

Mar.  .. 

. 2 

...  0 ... 

0 . 

. 7 . 

..  5 ... 

0 

..  14 

...  13 

April  . 

. 2 

...  1 ... 

0 . 

..  4 

..  2 ... 

0 

..  9 

...  9 

May 

. 0 

...  0 ... 

0 . 

..  7 

..  0 ... 

0 

..  7 

...  7 

June  . 

. 3 

...  5 ... 

0 . 

..  10 

..  2 . 

0 

..  20 

...19 

July  . 

. 0 

...  2 ... 

0 . 

..  2 

..  3 ... 

0 

7 

...  7 

Aug.  . 

..  1 

...  3 ... 

0 . 

..  2 

..  2 .. 

0 

..  8 

...  8 

Sept. 

..  1 

...  0 ... 

2 . 

..  3 

..  0 ... 

0 

..  6 

...  6 

Oct. 

. 1 

...  3 ... 

0 . 

..  9 

..  6 ... 

0 

..  19 

...  19 

Nov. 

. 3 

...  1 ... 

0 . 

. 7 

..  2 . 

0 

..  13 

...  13 

Dec. 

. 3 

...  7 ... 

0 . 

. 4 

..  6 ... 

,0 

..  20 

...  19 

Totals 

22 

...  23  ... 

3 . 

. 63 

..  32  ... 

0 

..143 

...140 

The  number  of  houses  affected  was  113. 


90  houses  with  1 case  90 

18  houses  with  2 cases  36 

3 houses  with  3 cases  9 

2 houses  with  4 cases  8 


Total  cases 


143 
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Erysipelas. 

Nine  cases  of  this  disease  were  again  notified  as  in 
1938.  Only  two  of  these  were  removed  to  Hospital. 


Month 

Margam 

West 

WARDS. 

5 2 rt 

W>-£!  UJtJ 

i-  a u g 

03  <D  03  £ 

Aberavon 

.South 

Aberavon 

North 

Cwm- 

avon 

Total 

1 

i 

Removals 
to  Hospital 

Jan. 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  0 

Feb.  ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  0 

Mar.  ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

April  ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  0 

May 

1 ... 

1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  2 

...  0 

June 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

July  ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

Aug. 

0 ... 

1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  0 

Sept. 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

Oct. 

1 ... 

1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  2 

...  1 

Nov. 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

Dec.  ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  1 

Totals 

2 ... 

3 

...  2 

...  2 

...  0 

...  0 

...  9 

...  2 

Factories. 

Our  activities  in  respect  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Work- 
places were  as  follows:  — 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories, 


Premises. 

(1) 

N umber  of- 

Inspec-  Written 
tions.  Notices. 

(2)  (3) 

Occupiers 

pro- 

secuted. 

(4) 

Factories 

Workshops 

Workplaces 

361  48  .. 

....  Nil. 

Nil. 

....  Nil. 

Total  361  48  Nil. 
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2. — Defects  found  in  Factories. 


N timber  of  Defects — 

Number 
of  offences 
in  respect 
of  which 

Reme- 

Referred 
to  H.M. 

Prosecu- 
tions were 

Particulars. 

Found.  died. 

Inspector. 

instituted 

(1) 

(2)  (3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts — 

Cleanliness  11 

Ventilation  — 

Overcrowding  — 

Drainage  of  Floors  ..  - — 

Other  Nuisances  29 

Sanitary  Accommodation- 

Insufficient  t 4 

Defective  45 

Not  separate  5 

Total  94  67 


The  following  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year 

27  new  w.c.  doors  provided;  31  fasteners  to  w.c.  doors  pro- 
vided; 8 walls  limewashed ; 6 windows  repaired;  5 w.c’s.  indi- 
cated; 7 new  w.c.  tanks  fixed;  5 w.c’s  partitioned  off;  4 w.c. 
pans  cleansed;  4 new  w.c’s.  built;  4 w.c’s.  adequately  lighted  ; 
2 w.c.  structures  repaired ; 3 manholes  built ; 1 manhole  re- 
paired; 1 new  cesspool  built;  2 new  drains  laid;  3 blocked 
drains  cleared;  2 automatic  w.c.  flush  tanks  repaired;  1 new 
automatic  tank  provided;  3 accumulations  removed;  3 
thermometers  provided;  2 intervening  ventilated  spaces  to 
\\.c  s.  provided;  2 w.c.  seats  repaired  ; 2 rat  nuisances  abated  • 
w.c.  door  repaired;  1 yard  area  repaired;  1 joint  between 
flush  pipe  and  w.c.  pan  repaired;  1 trough  closet  cleansed  - 1 
water  supply  repaired;  1 smoke  nuisance  abated;  1 nuisance 
from  smell  abated;  1 water  supply  to  w.c.  provided;  1 w.c. 
tank  repaired;  1 w.c.  roof  repaired;  1 floor  repaired. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

, 'l',!e  ™mber  °f  common  lodging  houses  has  nor.  bee 

educed  to  thiee,  and  although  they  are  fairly  well  adminis- 
tered  and  may  comply  with  our  byelaws  it  is  felt  that  they 

i“them  arSe“  ‘ *°  WhiCh  **“■  °'d  ^ ‘■well 
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The  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  was  27. 
Three  nuisances  were  discovered  for  the  abatement  of  which 
three  Informal  and  one  Statutory  Notices  were  served.  The 
following  work  was  carried  out  in  response  to  such  notices: 
10  walls  re-decorated;  1 w.c.  flush  pipe  provided;  12  sash 
cords  provided  to  windows;  1 sink  waste  provided;  4 water 
supplies  connected  to  w.c.  tank:  18  windows  repaired;  1 new 
w.c.  pan  fixed;  1 w.c.  ceiling  repaired;  1 w.c.  floor  repaired; 
1 w.c.  seat  repaired. 

Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses. 

There  is  only  one  seamen’s  lodging  house  in  the 
Borough,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  men  can  be  readily 
obtained  at  short  notice  from  other  South  Wales  ports,  there 
is  no  need  to  increase  the  number  of  such  lodging  houses. 
This  one  house — 25  Cornwall  Street — is  well  kept  and  com- 
plies with  our  byelaws.  The  number  of  inspections  made 
during  the  year  wasl8. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Our  offensive  trades  are  those  of  Gut  Scraping,  Rag 
and  Bone  Dealing,  Fat  Melting  and  Fish  Frying.  Fish  fry- 
ing will  cease  to  be  an  offensive  trade  within  this  Borough 
after  October  next,  inasmuch  as  the  trade  is  not  included  in 
the  list  of  defined  trades  in  Section  107  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  1936.  The  improved  standard  of  the  business  has  been 
such  that  it  is  felt  it  can  be  effectively  controlled  by  bye- 
laws. Council  should  as  soon  as  possible  consider,  the  making 
of  new  byelaws  for  offensive  trades,  and  for  other  defined 
matters  in  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

During  the  year  complaints  were  received  of  offensive 
smell  and  the  infestation  of  flies  from  a rag  and  bone  store 
at  the  rear  of  Railway  Tavern,  Aberavon.  Although  every 
effort  was  made  to  conduct  the  business  with  a minimum  of 
nuisance,  its  proximity  to  dwellings  and  the  close  and  oppres- 
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sive  weather  of  the  month  of  August  last  made  matters  so 
difficult  that  the  proprietor  of  this  business  acted  on  advice 
and  set  up  business  in  an  area  further  removed  from  dwell- 
ings. 


During  1939,  197  inspections  were  made  of  such  trades. 
The  two  nuisances  discovered  were  abated  after  the  service 
of  two  Informal  and  one  Statutory  Notice,  the  following 
being  done  to  comply  with  such  notices  : — 1 roof  repaired  ; 2 
walls  replastered. 

Cinemas. 

The  inspection  of  these  premises  is  made  at  irregular 
intervals,  and  also  once  annually  in  company  with  members 
of  the  Cinema  Committee.  With  the  erection  of  new 
cinemas  the  standard  of  fittings  and  sanitary  arrangements 
is  progressively  improving. 

During  the  year  29  inspections  were  made  of  our 
Cinemas. 

Tenements. 

Our  tenement  dwellings  are  invariably  rooms  shut  off 
from  business  premises,  or  rooms  on  floors  above  offices, 
they  may  comply  with  our  byelaws  but  they  certainly  lack 
the  comfort  and  privacy  of  ordinary  dwelling-houses.  The 
total  visits  to  such  premises  during  the  year  was  47.  As  a 
result  of  these  visits  six  Informal  Notices  were  served,  and 
the  following  work  carried  out: — 1 water  supply  repaired;  1 
roof  repaired  ; 2 blocked  drains  cleared;  1 waste  pipe  to  bath 
repaired;  1 water  supply  relaid;  4 sash  cords  provided;  2 
w.c.  tanks  repaired. 

Increase  of  Rents  & Mortgage  (Interest)  Restriction  Acts 

One  certificate  in  respect  of  77  Tymaen  Street,  Cwm- 
avon,  was  granted  during  1939, 


64 — Annual  Report 


cd 

<U 

<V 

4-» 

b/0 

.s 

’ c 

p 

Tj 

m 

r* 

.2 

*-p> 

3 

<u 
m 
O 
u 
r> , 

bjO 


£ 

O 


cu 

X! 
+— ) 

<D 

4-» 


</) 

c 

.2  <u 
+j 
3 
o 
V 
(A 

o 

u 

On 


<A 

c 


T3 
OJ 
_ bJO 

3 

o 


cd 

4-» 

a 

"a3 

u 

<y 

aj 

& 


£ 


iS 

C 0 

o 

u 


co 

O C/3 

QJ  G 
o 


co  co  co  co 


O o , 


G cd 
OJ 

5 5 

, >.Td 
cd  p 


CO 

CO 

CO 

co 

CO 

CO 

CO 

O 

CJ 

o 

CJ 

o 

CJ 

CO 

CO 

o 

CJ 

u 

CJ 

(j 

CJ 

CO' 

CO 

CO 

CO 

-H 

CO 

r- 1 < 

Td 

Td 

CO 

O 

CO 

o 

Tj 

Tj 

Tj 

o 

CO 

a 

co 

o 

CO 

0 

a 

CJ 

CJ 

rH 

r-< 

S3 

a 

Cj 

CJ 

CJ 

Td 

a 

cd 

cd 

cd 

t3 

Td 

cd 

Cd 

cd 

T? 

Td 

Tj 

Td 

u 

V- 

u 

r-< 

»— • 

p 

p 

p 

S3 

ss 

S3 

cd 

QJ 

QJ 

Cj 

cd 

cd 

QJ 

QJ 

QJ 

cd 

cd 

cd 

cd 

■ T3 

TO 

Tj 

T3 

' o 

Td 

CO 

O 

V- 

P 

P 



p 

p 

p 

LO 

T < 

O 

CM 

T— 1 

w 

o 

r*' 

V-J 

•'J’p 

w 

o 

° 

S?'^U 

s?s? 

s< 

in 

o 

CJ 


QJ  t>. 

> +z 

S 2 « 
^ 5 2 
• pg 

in  w 

8 a-! 


Td 

cd 


co 


QJ 


bO-L 
So  ai 
C -m 
co  -^rO  V-  iD 
On  ir  Ov^  C 

^oSCffoO 


. Td 

P4 

a 

o 


CJ 

QJ 

G< 

co 

QJ 

u 


C0  S3 


cd 

5 

3 H >■  rt  C 
he  i?  i-c  p a 
»f  j 4)  JL, 
►x  *— < 


! Td 


03 


u 

~ .O 

- »0  - CO  ro  lO 

O)  (M  fO  - ro  fO  ^ 
H 
S3 

O 

CJ 


cd 


fcO 


a; 

£ 

Tj 


td  qj  oj 

r43  CJ  CJ 


Td 

03 


S3 

P 

Ua 


o'p 


p 
QJ  * 

Td  . 


h jj  u ^ 11 
^ tt;  ^3  it: 
,-»h  O O Cc-4  O 

o 

U 3J  +j  U 

G > > efil  > 

s go  go 

^ ct3  03  *-J  03 


-2 
CJ 
d) 
’**— < 
d) 

Q 


oj 

u 

S3 

4-» 

O 

S3 

P 

4-» 

C/3 


O ^ c 


: : :o 


o ( 

QJ  OJ 
> CJ 
C G 
-s  OJ 

03  "5  ■ 
a>  % 


QS3  c£  c£ 

S3  S3 

pp 

-*— • < *■*— ■ 
0 o o 

S3  S3  S3 

O O O 


P 

^cd 

G 

CJ 

.s 

rC 

-H 

s 

Td 

S3 

oj 

QJ 

n 

S3 

<u 

p 


CO 

d> 

CJ 

S3 

qj 

S3 

o 


£ QJ 
O 4-J 

( «Q  co 


rS 

13 

S' , 

PP 


G 1 

•n 


•rH  U)  bo  O d> 

oj  .3  .9  u -9  "w 
73  S ti-s  tJ  1/3  ^ 

« ij  ju  S o 

i-'c3c3U'csQ^a 
O o HH  Js  q 
^ T3  "G  ^ nj  r± 

KSSgSail 

S beheS  beS  0 

ocrtono^0 
&$'§  ^ 8 
W «1  <4  lil  <r1  W 


*5^  * a 

O •'ts 

O tan  be  CL 

"*■ J r*  i~\ 

S3  S3 


O £ , 
d)  e 

d>  J3  03 
b/j  CO  O 
cd 


Cu  cd 

su 


>-  'O  'O 't! 
p a <u  c 

c3  CJ  CJ 

he  S ca 

sui 

3 s O 

<1  Pcj 


U3 


O 

”3 


>-i  »-t 

o <u 
PP 


+;  o 

efi  P 

P 

W 


o 
> 
cd 

Vh 

oj 
P 
<fj 

_r  be  . 

® S o; 

>•■  2 1=3 
t;  a p 
a a % 

^ o OP 

P O K CJ 


S3 

O 

> 

cd 

Vh 

OJ 


OJ  QJ 
> > 
‘ Q 

"a 


o 

P 

in 

Oh 

d) 


S3 

cd 


cd  « 


cd 


S3 

O 


cd 

Vh 

QJ 


>.  CO  CO  CO 

QJ  QJ  OJ  S3 
^ ^ S3  Cd 

(2  bo  > 
• . <3l  W 


a . ^ 

g S 6 ° >. 

P <J  „ro  A1 

O CvI  Tj 

_ o 

^ ^ in  ^ 

• —coOp- 

jg  r j »-<  . 

a ^ 9 « 

• a; 


a a 


n 'O 

O x 

^ o 

IDO 

S p U < 
WjS'O 
a r s r 
c -P  T3 


<u 

> 

0 

P 

•cd 


<u 


>3  S JP 

u 

O 


cd 


a 

■u  Tj  QJ  •*~j 

4r»  T3  ^ QJ 

P .0  O H 

P O 

»3  T3 

QJ  V- 

T1  ^ 

C3 

rS3  T3 


CO 


CO  5 

V-<  v / 

CO  PP 
CO  "tJ  J: 
QJ  03  <U 

i — . i— < 


CO 


cd 

O J-H 
S— < QJ 
Q 

Vh  s3 
QJ  ^ O 
a 

2 co  a 

C • i3  V- 

a tj  <u 

^ tJp 

^ CL-al 
- P 
cc  CJ  - 
4;  P5  ce 

C N o 
' .p 
j"5 

'g  ^ 

'>  S®  14 

a *i  <u 

pSbH 


a 

cd 


G 

b/j 

S3 

cd 

rC3 

cj 

X 

d) 


f, 

B 

be 

.9 

*4J 

S3 

£ 

H 

4-> 

CO 

5 


cd 

<u 

CO 

C 

cd 

£ 

tv 


CJ 

o 

T3 

T3 

cd 

X 

if) 

n 

d> 

9 

cd 


Annual  Report. — 65 


Housing  Act  1936. 

★ 

Having  completed  the  making  of  Demolition  and 
Clearance  Orders  for  the  five  years  programme  of  Slum 
Clearance  1 have  now  to  report  on  our  past,  present  and 
future  housing  activities. 

From  1934  to  1939  our  Slum  Clearance  activities  were 
as  follows : — 

(a)  One  improvement  area  scheduled. 

(b)  39  Clearance  Orders  made  involving  the  total  of 
394  houses. 

(c)  342  Demolition  Orders  made. 

(d)  37  Closing  Orders  made. 

(e)  125  Houses  re-conditioned. 

(a)  The  improvement  area  idea  was  largely  an  inno- 
vation arising  from  the  Housing  Act  1930;  it  provided  for  the 
demolition  of  unfit  houses,  the  re-conditioning  of  others  and 
the  abatement  of  over-crowding  in  any  particular  isolated 
area.  ihe  grant  for  the  abatement  of  over-crowding  being 
the  same  at  that  time  as  that  provided  for  Slum  Clearance, 
viz. : £2  5s.  Od.  per  person  removed  and  certified  by  me  as 
being  over-crowded  according  to  the  standard  prevailing  at 
that  time.  Greenpark  which  proved  to  be  an  area  of  houses 
of  a varied  design,  character  and  age,  some  justifying  demoli- 
tion, others  structurally  sound  and  requiring  only  minor  re- 
pairs, whereas  others  called  for  re-conditioning,  was  a typical 
area  for  treatment  on  the  “Improvement  Area”  principle. 
Demolition  Orders  in  respect  of  15  houses  were  made,  under- 
takings to  re-condition  15  houses  were  complied  with,  16 
houses  were  repaired  as  a result  of  Statutory  action,  and  26 
as  a lesult  of  Infoimal  action.  The  Old  Town  Hall  was 
classified  as  a dangerous  structure  and  also  demolished.  A 
total  of  54  people  were  proved  to  be  living  under  over- 
crowded conditions,  and  54  units  of  grant  were  obtained  for 
re-housing  accommodation  in  addition  to  that  obtained  for 
re-housing  persons  from  15  condemned  houses.  Although 
in  the  arrangements  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  was 
a provision  for  road  widening  and  carrying  the  road  out  to 
Watei  Stieet  at  the  Talbot  Hotel  end,  this  has  not  vet  been 

n mm 
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(b)  The  39  Clearance  Orders  were  made  as  follows— 


Year  of 
Programme. 

No.  of  houses 

Situation  of  Area.  included. 

1934  

Water  Street,  Taibach  

21 

1934  

Graig-y-Tewgoed  

David’s  Row,  Cwmavon  

8 

1934  

23—50 

1935  

Charlotte  St.  and  Wern  St 

44 

1935  

Richard  St.,  Aberavon  

2—46 

1936  

Woodfield  St.,  Taibach  

8 

1936  

Inkerman  Row  East,  Taibach  

15 

1936  

Gwarycaeau,  Port  Talbot  

11 

1936  

Tvdraw  Cottage,  Port  Talbot  

4 

1936  

1936  

Pantdu,  Aberavon  

Market  and  Post  Office  Spuare 

9 

Cwmavon  

24 

1936  

Cwmnanto,  Mvnyddbychan 

7 

1936  

David’s  Row,  Mynydcl  Bychan  

4 

1936  

Daniel’s  Row,  Mynvcld  Bvchan  .. 

4 

1936  

Bowden’s  Row,  Mynvdcl  Bychan 

3 

1936  

Mvnvdd  Bvchan  No.  7 (b)  area 

2 

1936  

Mvnvdd  Bvchan  No.  7 (c)  area 

3 

1936  

Mvnvdd  Bvchan  No.  7 (f)  area 

2 

1936  

Mvnvdd  Bvchan  No.  7 (g)  area 

2 

1936  

Fillers  Row,  Cwmavon  

20 

1936  

Corlanna,  Aberavon  

4 

1936  

Old  Chapel  Cottages,  Taibach 

5—127 

1937  

Kendon  Row,  Cwmavon  

20 

1937  

Miners  Row,  Cwmavon  

29 

1937  

Colliers  Row,  Cwmavon  

16 

1937  

Tyishaf  Row,  Cwmavon  

10 

1937  

Danvcoed  Row,  Cwmavon  

19 

1937  

Undeb,  Row,  Cwmavon  

22 

1937  

Westgate  Cottages,  Aberavon  ... 

7 

1937  

Corlannau  No.  8 area  Aberavon 

7 

1937  

Corlannau  No.  8 (a)  area  Aber’on 

3 

1937  

Corlannau  No.  8 (b)  area  Aber’on 

7—140 

1938  

Upper  Forge  Rd.,  Port  Talbot... 

4 

1938  

Tvdraw  Cottage,  Port  Talbot.... 

6 

1938  

Lettv  Harry  Cott’s,  Port  Talbot 

5 

1938  

Cwrt  Bvchan,  Margam  

3 

1938  

1938  

High  Street  (Commercial  Road), 

Taibach  

Craddock  St.  (Pleasant  Row), 

5 

4 

1938  

Mountain  Row,  Port  Talbot  

4—31 

5 Years. 

39  Clearance  Orders. 

394  houses. 
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1 iUU 

follows 


of  Public  inquiries  and 


Year. 

Public 

Inquiry. 

No.  of 
Appeals. 

Appeals  Successful. 

1934 

— 

— 

— 

1935 

1 

36  

1 Second-hand  Stores,  Church  St. 

1936 

1 . 

*92  

4 Post  Office,  Ironmongers  Shop. 

Constitutional  Club,  6 Cwmnanto 

1937 

1 . 

20  

1 1,  Miners  Row. 

1938 

1 . 

31  

— 

5 Years  4 . 

179  

. 6 

i:14  (withdrawn  before  inquiry). 

(c)  Demolition  Orders  made  in  respect  of  Individual 

Unfit  Houses  from  1934 — 

1939. 

House. 

Year. 

House. 

2,  Mill yard  Row. 

'.934  18, 

Talbot  Street. 

3 

)> 

19, 

1 > 

4 

m )i  )> 

1 

1 J 

Isaac  Place. 

))  )) 

9 

-j 

> i 

i)  )i 

2a 

t t) 

7 > i>  >i 

3, 

yy 

9,  Pera  Row,  Taibach. 

la 

, Craddock  Place. 

14 

4 m )>  )>  )) 

l 

Mvrtle  Hill. 

1 1 , Lower  Morfa 

9 

1,  Pontycyunner 

81, 

Pantdu. 

2, 

83 

)) 

3>  j» 

Penquar  Cottage. 

yj 

26, 

Green  park  Street. 

u 

28, 

4,  Old  Rock . 

30, 

51  & 53,  Graig-y-Tewgoed. 

51, 

7 , Graig-y-Tewgoed. 

53, 

1,  Old  Methodist  Chapel. 

56, 

Old  School  House. 

58. 

3,  Mountain  Side. 

63, 

71, 

R >>  >i 

72, 

12,  Talbot  Street. 

73, 

>4,  „ 

79, 

7,  Charles  Street. 

81, 

2,  Llewellyn  Street 

7a 

. 4 

O >>  )> 

24, 

>>  y y 

16,  Talbot  Street. 

D, 

56 

Year. 

1934 
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Year. 

1935 


House. 

9 Cotton  Row. 

10, 

11, 

12, 

13, 

14, 

15, 

16, 

17, 

18, 

19, 

20, 

21, 

22, 

23, 

24, 

25, 

26, 

27, 

28, 

29, 

30, 

31, 

1/2,  Graig-y-Tewgoed. 

3 /3a, 

4, 

10, 

11, 

27, 

28, 

43, 

44, 

45, 

46, 

49, 

57, 

59, 

Cwm  Mawr  Cottage, 

Cwmavon. 

2,  Tvmawr  Back  Cottages. 

3,  ,,  ,, 

1,  Cwmclais  Cottages. 

3,  ,,  ,, 

1,  Penvcae  Cottages. 

2,  ,,  ,, 


Pear.  House. 

1935  27,  Church  Square. 

27a, 

9,  Thomas’  Crt.,  Pwdvgwlaw 

10, 


49 


1936  1,  Balaclava  Bungalows. 

2 

> > j 

3,  i)  ,, 

4 

M ,,  ,, 

1,  Constant  Bungalows. 

— , »,  ,, 

°>  >>  ,, 

4 

» ,, 

5 / 5a  , , , , 

6,  ,,  ,, 

C , > 

8,  ,,  ,, 

9,  ,,  ,, 

10, 

11,  ,,  ,, 

12, 

13,  ,,  ,, 

14 

1 M ,,  ,, 

15,  ,,  ,, 

16, 

17,  ,,  ,, 

1,  Pera  Bungalows. 

12/13 

15, 

16, 

17, 

18, 

19,  „ ' 

19a 

20, 

21, 

22, 

23, 

Glenafan  Bungalow. 

Beach  Bungalow 
Seaside  Station  Bungalow 
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Year. 
! 936 


House. 

1,  Tydraw  Hill. 

2, 

2,  ,, 

4, 

5,  ,» 

6,  „ 

7, 

8,  ,, 

9.  >t 

10, 

1,  Coed  Parc,  Cwmavon. 
2 

^y  yy  yy 

8,  ,,  rt 


Duffryn  Mill  Cottage. 

1,  Old  Mill,  Cwmavon. 

2 

C't  rt  It 

2,  ,,  it 

4 

m a it 

5,  Penhyddwaelod  Cottages, 
Bryn. 

6 

^y  yy  yy  yy 

1,  Tanvgroes  Cottages. 

2, 


Year.  House. 

1937  13/14,  Varteg  Row,  Bryn 

15,  it  a a 

1,  Morfa  Cott’s,  Port  Talbot 
2 

*~y  y y yy  yy 

yy  yy  yy 

4 

^ y yy  yy  yy 

5,  a a a 

1 , Tvishaf  Cott’s,  Port  T. 

2 

*~t  a a a 

2,  Groeswen  Cottages,  Port 

Talbot. 

2 

,,  ,,  ,, 

38,  Church  St.,  Aberavon. 

«>, 

1,  Mountain  Side. 

2 

,,  n 

5,  Rock,  Pwllygwlaw, 

Cwmavon . 

6> 

7,  ,,  ,, 

8,  ,,  ,, 

0,  „ ,, 

10, 


yy  yy 


7 Thomas’  Crt.,  Pwllygwlaw 

8, 


yy  yy  yy 


2,  Ynysyfelin  Cottages. 

3,  ,,  ,, 

9/9b,  Graig-y-Tewgoed. 
Cwraibont  Cottages. 

19a,  Llettv  Harry 
Penmachine,  Brvn. 

12,  Mvnvdd  Bvchan. 

18,  ,,  ,, 

31  „ 

1,  Underbridge,  Pontrhv- 
dyfen. 

18a,  Pantdu. 


12 

,,  ,, 

1,  Fabians  Cottages. 

2, 

’ >>  ,, 

1,  Tymaen  Meadow. 

2 

> ,,  ,, 

1,  Great  Western  Cottages. 
2 

, ,,  ,, 

3>  » „ 

4,  n ,, 

3,  ,,  ,, 

0,  „ 

la,  The  Cottage,  Michael- 
ston  Tee. 

3 Penvcae  Cottages. 

1,  Brickyard  Cottages. 

2>  ,,  ,, 

3' 

4 

o It 


72 


40 
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Year.  House.  Year. 

1938  1938 

Longland  Cottages,  Margam. 
Rosewood  Cottages,  Margam. 

Tvdu  Cottages,  Margam. 

Cwmbroanbil  Cottage,  Margam 
(Beynon) . 

Cwmbroanbil  Cottage,  Margam 
(Cookings) 

4,  Cwmbrombil  Cott’es,  Margam 

6,  >>  >>  >> 

17,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Tvfrv  Cottage  (Rees). 

Tvfrv  Cottage  (Eley) . 

Don  n en  Cotta  ge . 

1,  Ynvsygwas  Cottages. 

2, 

3, 

6, 

7, 

8, 

11, 

12, 

13, 

14, 

15, 

16, 

17, 

18, 

107  Water  St.,  Aberavon. 

109/111  „ 

1 16,  ,,  >> 

118,  ,,  >> 

Bryn  Gardens,  Cwmavon. 

2,  Old  Methodist  Chapel. 

3,  ,, 

4,  ,,  >i 

South  Lodge,  Cwmavon. 

Dinas  Cottage,  Cwmavon. 

Tewgoed  Fawr,  Bungalow. 

Bungalow,  rear  of  Cwrt  Ucha 

Terrace. 

Pantyscawen  Bungalows,  Baglan 
2/82  Tvmaen  St.,  Cwmavon. 

3,  ,,  >>  >> 

4,  ,,  )>  >> 

5,  ,,  >>  >> 

6,  ,,  »>  » 


House. 


7,  Tvmaen  St.,  Cwmavon. 
8/76, 

9/75, 

10, 

11, 

12, 

13/71, 

14, 

15, 

16, 

17, 

18, 

19, 

20, 

21, 

22, 

23, 

24, 

25, 

59, 

60, 

61, 

62, 

63, 

64, 

65, 

66, 

67, 

68, 

69, 

70, 

72, 

73, 

74, 

77, 

78, 

79, 

80, 

81, 

27, 

i ] 

9 

w,  ,»  >» 

6,  Tymawr  Cottages. 

7,  ,,  m 

1,  Tvr  Eglwvs  Cottages. 

2,  ,,  >> 


Lletty  Harry. 
Kendon  Cottages. 
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House. 


Year.  House. 

1938 

3,  Tyr  Eglwys  Cottages. 

4,  ,,  >> 

5,  >>  )> 

6,  ,,  )> 

7,  ,,  >> 

1 , Eglwysnunvdd  Cottages, 

Mar  gam. 

2,  ,,  i) 

1,  Chapel  Cottages. 

2,  a a 

New  Mill  Cottages  (Howells) 
Wildes’  Cottage,  Water  St. 

1 Woodland  View  Bungalows. 

2,  »>  )>  >i 


Year. 

1938 

Bryndu  Ganol  (Lloyd) . 
Pentydle  Bungalow. 

Ton  Owen  Bungalow. 
Ffynuon  Iago  Each. 

1,  Goytre  Cottages. 

2,  ,,  >) 

1,  Lletty  Harry. 

2,  a 

3,  ,, 

4, 

o,  , , 

Tollgate  House,  Margam. 
Tynycoed,  Margam. 


Water  Sit.,  Margam  ‘939 

1,  Cwmbrom'bil. 


Elm  Cottage, 

Loosemore’s  Cottage,  Water  St. 
Courtney’s  Cottages,  ,, 
Cwrt-y-Defaid  (John). 
Cwrt-y-Defaid  (Davies) . 
Cwrt-y-Defaid  (Hopper) . 


2 

“ ) ft 

8,  Graig-y-Tewgoed. 
Penrhiwgoch  Cottage,  Baglan 


Of  the  total  of  773  houses  subject  of  Clearance,  De- 
molition or  Closing  Orders,  the  following  292  houses  are  not 
demolished  or  closed. 


Third  Year  Programme — 1936.  ? Occupants  re-housed 

*1,  2 & 3,  Coed  Parc,  Cwmavon  Yes.  10/6/38 

Cwm  P>ont  Cottages,  Mynydd  Bychan  No. 

*19  (a)  Lletty  Plarry,  Port  Talbot  Yes.  24/9/38 

*31,  Mynydd  Bychan  Yes.  3/2/39 

*1,  2,  3 & 4,  Old  Mill,  Pwllygwlaw  Yes.  20/9/38 

*5,  & 6,  Penhyddwaelod  Cottages,  Bryn  Yes.  12/1/39 

*Penmachine,  near  Bryn  Yes.  6/2/39 

*9/9  (b),  Graig-y-Tewgoed  Yes.  9/7/38 

*4,  & 5,  Cwmnanto,  Mynydd  Bychan  No. 

*8,  & 9,  Cwmnanto,  Mynydd  Bychan  Yes.  13/1/39 

8,  9,  & 11,  Mynydd  Bychan  No. 

10,  Mynydd  Bychan  Yes. 

14,  15,  16,  & 17  (Daniel’s  Row  

Mynydd  Bvchan  No. 

19,  20,  & 21  (Bowdens  Row)  

Mynydd  Bychan  No. 


32  Houses.  15  still  occupied. 


^Resolution  December  9th,  1938,  and  also  May,  1939,  that 
these  be  demolished. 
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Fourth  Year  Programme — 1937.  ? Occupants  re-housed 


5,  11,  & 12,  Rock,  Pwllygwlaw  Yes.  27/1/39 

3,  Pcnycae  Cottage,  Cwmavon  Yes.  10/2/39 

1,  2,  3,  & 4,  Old  Brickyard  Cottages, 

Cwmavon. 

1 —  20,  Kendon  Row  ; 20  houses  No. 

2 —  30  Miners  Row;  49  houses  No. 

1 — 4,  Colliers  Row;  4 houses  No. 

1— 10,  Tyishaf  Row;  10  houses  No. 

2 —  11,  Undeb  Row  10  houses  No. 

::11 — 14,  Corlannau  4 houses  Yes.  Feb.,  1939 

*18,  19,  24,  25,  26,  & 27, 

Corlannau  6 houses  Yes.  13/2/39 

*15,  20,  & 23,  Corlannau  3 houses  No. 


94  Houses.  76  still  occupied. 


*Resolution  May  1939,  that  these  be  demolished. 


Fifth  Year  Programme — 1938.  ? Occupants  re-housed 


123  Individual  unfit  houses  indicated  on  page  

5 of  this  Report  No. 

4 houses  1,  2,  3,  & 4,  Upper  Forge  No. 

6 houses  38,  39,  40,  41,  42,  & 43,  Tydraw  Cottages  No. 

5 houses  13,  14,  15,  16,  & 17,  Lletty  Harry  No. 

3 houses  1.2,  & 3,  Cwmt  Bychan,  Margam  No. 

5 houses  28,  29,  30.  31  & 32,  Pligh  St.  (Commer- 
cial Road)  No. 

4 houses  3,  4,  5,  & 6,  Pleasant  Row,  Cwmavon 

Road  i No. 

4 houses  1,  2,  3,  & 4,  Mountain  Row  No. 

1 house  30.  Cwmavon  Road  No. 

1 house  2 (a),  Vivian  Terrace  No. 

1 house  Pilots  Rest,  Docks  No. 

1 house  Thatched  Cottage.  Hornev  Road,  Raglan  No. 

1 house  6.  Tvmawr  Lane  No. 

1 house  Old  Laundrv.  Clav  Mill.  Raglan  No. 

1 house,  Twll-yn-y-wal,  Margam  No. 


161  Houses.  161  still  occupied. 
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1939. 

? Occupants  re-housed 

1 & 2,  Cwm  Brombil  Cottages 

No. 

8,  Graig-y-Tewgoed,  Cwmavon 

No. 

Penrhiwgoch  Cottage,  Raglan 

No. 

4 Houses. 

4 still  occupied. 

The  total  houses  with  Demolition,  Clearance  or  Closing 
Orders  still  in  existence  are  therefore  : — 


1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 


32 

94 

161 

5 


15 

76 

161 

5 


still  occupied 

yy 


yy 


Totals  292  , 257 


The  number  of  Demolitoin  Orders  successfully  made 
during  1934-1939  was  therefore: — 


1934  56 

1935  49 

1936  72 

1937  40 

1938  121 

1939  4 


6 Years  342 


During  this  time  46  Appeals  were  heard  in  the  County 
Court  against  Demolition  Orders  made  by  the  Port  Talbot 
■oundl.  the  first  was  in  1934  in  respect  of  Imperial 
Cottage,  at  rear  of  Castle  Hotel.  This  was  successful  and 
proved  a great  shock  to  me,  for  even  now  I respectfully 
submit  that  this  cottage  falls  considerably  below  the  standard 
laid  down  m the  Housing  Act.  The  four  appeals  entered 

ChvTm  °f  ’ 2’  and  3-  w°odside,  Raglan  and  Old  Laundry, 
Clay  Mill,  were  quashed,  and  undertakings  to  close  these 
cottages  were  accepted  by  the  Judge.  We  were  a party  to 
such  a decision  on  the  understanding  that  no  costs  were  to 

icceotPe0dnbv0rn«  S,UCl,!  un^ertakings  would  have  been 
accepted  by  Council  had  they  been  made. 
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Of  41  appeals  entered  by  the  Margam  Estate  one  was 
withdrawn  before  hearing  (Tollgate  Cottage),  35  were  with- 
drawn after  first  hearing,  and  by  mutual  consent  four  were 
substituted  to  undertakings  to  re-condition — these  were 
three  cottages  at  Penybryn  and  Bridge  Cottage,  Water 
Street.  The  Order  in  respect  of  Twll-yn-y-wal  was  quashed 
and  an  undertaking  to  close  accepted  by  the  Judge.  The 
whole  of  the  Council’s  costs  were  paid  by  the  Margam 
Estate. 

Therefore,  of  46  appeals  made  during  the  five  years 
only  in  one  case — Imperial  Cottage  can  it  be  really  claimed 
that  the  Council  was  unsuccessful. 

(d)  The  37  dwellings  or  part  dwellings  closed  as  a 
result  of  Slum  Clearance  Programme  were  as  follows : — 


Year. 

Premises. 

1934  .... 

..  1,  2 & 3,  Old  Rock. 

28,  Church  Square  (Part  of). 

..  Gellicaredeg,  Baglan. 

..  20,  Charles  Street,  Aberavon. 

Beach  Restaurant  (cellar). 

..  11,  41,  42,  43,  44,  Corlannau. 

1935  .... 

1,  2 & 3 Tymawr  Cottages,  Aberavon. 

1936  .... 

1,  2 & 3,  Camp  Cottages,  Port  Talbot. 

Old  Dock  Road,  Bungalow. 

1937  .... 

...  1,  2 & 3 Woodside  Bungalows,  Baglan. 

...  8,  Cotton  Row,  Port  Talbot. 

1938  ... 

...  30,  Cwmavon  Road. 

...  2a,  Vivian  Terrace. 

...  Pilots  Rest,  Port  Talbot  Docks. 

...  Thatched  Cottage,  Horney  Road,  Baglan. 

...  6,  Tvmawr  Lane,  Aberavon. 

...  Old  Laundrv,  Clav  Mill,  Baglan. 

...  Twll-vn-y-wal,  Margam. 

1939  ... 

...  1,  Ynvsyfelin,  Pwllvgwlaw. 

Several  of  the  above  houses  have  in  addition  to  having 
closed  been  also  demolished.  In  one  case  only  has  a closed 
dwellinghouse  been  made  fit  for  habitation — 20,  Charles  St. 

(e)  During  the  last  four  years  we  have  also  secured 
the  reconditioning  of  125  houses  in  various  parts  of  the 
Borough.  Whilst  we  have  to  conform  strictly  to  Housing 
legislation  and  allow  owners  to  re-condition  their  dwellings 
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in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Acts  of  Parliament,  I 
cannot  say  that  1 feel  content  with  the  results  obtained  by 
re-conditioning.  Re-conditioning  really  savours  of  patching 
an  old  suit  of  clothes,  yet  it  is  not  for  me  to  criticise  Acts  of 
Parliament,  my  duty  is  to  administer  them. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  five  years  allocated  for  Slum 
Clearance  our  position  is  as  follows  : — 


DEMOLITION,  CLEARANCE  AND  CLOSING  ORDERS. 

Proposed  Programme.  Houses  to  be  closed  or  de- 
molished 263. 


Actual  Programme.  Orders  made  in  respect  of  773 
houses. 


RE-HOUSING. 

Proposed  Programme.  New  houses  to  be  erected  268. 


Actual  Programme. 

New  houses  erected  533 

Number  of  new  houses  required  to  complete 
programme  285 


818 


Although  we  have  successfully  made  orders  for  the 
Demolition  or  Closure  of  773  houses,  we  have  only  com- 
pleted 533  of  the  818  new  houses  required  to  re-house  the 
people  displaced  when  war  commenced,  and  unfortunately  we 


Although  this  was  due  to  circum- 


are,  as  a result  held  up. 

I - O — *»'**-'  ciwv  L W UJ  L U JLli- 

stances  we  could  often  not  control,  valuable  time  was  often 
lost  m not  having  sites  and  schemes  for  new  houses  ready 
awaiting  Ministerial  sanction,  so  much  so,  that  at  the  conclu- 
sion ot  the  yearly  programme  I would  report  that  re-housino- 
was  unnecessarily  slow.  On  the  other  hand  it  must  also  be 
realised  that  our  Slum  Clearance  activities  were  remarkable 

and  tor  our  size  we  compared  with  the  most  advanced  areas 
in  the  country. 
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The  new  houses  still  required  are  as  follows: — 


3rd  Year  Programme. 

Mynydd  Bychan  Clearance 

Area 

7 

No.  of  house 
outstanding 

2 

7 a 

3 

yy  yy  yy 

yy 

7,b 

3 

yy  yy  yy 

yy 

7c 

1 

yy  yy  yy 

yy 

7d 

4 

yy  yy  yy 

yy  yy  yy 

yy 

yy 

7e 

5 

Cwm  Bont,  Cottage  2 


20  — 20 


4th  Year  Programme. 

1 — 20,  Kendon  Row  22 

1 —  4,  Colliers  Row  4 

26  — 26 

2 —  30,  Miners  Row  - 31 

1 —  4,  Brickyard  Cottages  5 

36  — 36 

2 —  11,  Undeb  Row  11 

1 — 10,  Tyishaf  Row  11 

22  — 22 

84 


5th  Year  Programme 

Re-housing  at  Penvibryn  from  17  Individual  Unfit  Houses  20 
,,  ,,  Margam  from  11  ,,  ,,  ,,  13 

,,  ,,  Goytre  from  22  ,,  ,,  ,,  24 

„ ,,  Aberavon  from  11  ,,  ,,  ,,  15 

,,  ,,  Cwmavon  from  62  ,,  ,,  ,,  68 


123 


140  — 140 
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No.  of  house 
outstanding 


Re-housing  at  Margam  from  : — 

Upper  Forge  No.  1 Clearance  Area  4 

Tvdraw  Cottages  No.  2 Clearance  Area  6 

Uletty  Harry  No.  3 Clearance  Area  6 

Cwrt  Bvchan,  No.  4 Clearance  Area  3 

High  Street,  Taibaeh,  No.  5 Clearance  Area  8 


27  — 27 


Re-housing  at  Aberavon  from  : — 

Craddock  Street  (Pleasant  Row)  No.  6 Clearance  Area  5 
Mountain  Row  No.  7 Clearance  Area  4 


9—9 


1939  Programme. 

Re-housing-  from  : — 

1 Ynvsyfelin,  Pwllygwlaw  

1 Cwmbrombil  Cottages  

2 Cwmbrombil  Cottages  

Penrhiwgoch,  Baglan  

8 Graig-y-Tewgoed,  Cwmavon  

Total  new  houses  still  required — 285. 


176 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Present  Position.  The  present  position  is  that  as  a 
result  of  circular  1866  all  housing  work  is  at  a stand-still,  and 
houses  becoming-  vacant  are  not  to  be  demolished.  I report- 
ed that  fact  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  in  September  last 
and  whilst  the  resolution  of  that  Committee  accepts  such  a 
state  of  affairs,  it  also  prohibits  the  re-occupation  of  such 
vacated  condemned  houses.  The  circular  does  not  sav  that 
such  vacated  houses  should  be  re-occupied,  and  m the  absence 
of  any  ministerial  declaration  it  is  an  offence  to  enter  into 
occupation  for  which  the  person  who  enters  and  the  person 

who  permits  such  entry  is  liable  to  a penaltv  of  £20  and  a 
dady  penalty  of  £5,  r 1 
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The  sequel  to  the  present  position  is  the  possibility  of 
Council  not  getting  its  full  quota  of  new  houses  at  a later 
date  for  whereas  we  now  require  285  houses  to  complete  our 
quota,  we  may  as  a result  of  several  houses  being  vacated  by 
the  cessation  of  hostilities,  have  to  reduce  considerably  the 
number  of  new  houses  to  be  erected  when  possibly  the 
occupants  of  many  of  the  condemned  houses  will  have  been 
re-housed  in  Council  houses  and  thereby  loosing  to  the  area 
the  equivalent  number  of  new  houses. 


It  would  be  really  interesting  to  know  the  attitude  of 
the  Government  towards  such  a position. 


Arising  out  of  the  present  unsatisfactory  state  of 
affairs,  is  the  serious  position  of  people  compelled  to  live  in 
condemned  houses  indefinitely  without  the  satisfactory 
remedy  being  provided  for  the  unfit  houses  being  maintained 
rain  and  wind  proof  until  vacated. 


Future  Slum  Clearance  Activities.  I would  estimate 
that  there  are  still  about  500  houses  in  the  Borough  that  fall 
to  such  a standard  below  that  laid  down  in  the  Housing  Act 
as  to  justify  Closure  or  Demolition,  and  whilst  1 had  actually 
commenced  a complete  survey  of  the  Wards  the  future  posi- 
tion suddenly  became  so  indefinite  that  I have  for  the  present 
re-organised  the  working  of  the  office  in  such  a manner  that 
one  Inspector  will  be  employed  on  Food  and  Drugs  activities, 
the  control  of  food  premises,  factories  and  workshops  and 
other  miscellaneous  duties.  The  Housing  Inspector  to  take 
over  a district  and  be  in  complete  charge  of  the  over-crowd- 
ing statistics  for  the  whole  Borough,  whereas  the  other 
Inspector  will  retain  his  district.  Immediately  the  housing 
question  is  clarified  upon  the  termination  of  hostilities  the 
Housing  Inspector  will  revert  to  his  normal  duties  and  the 
necessary  arrangements  made  for  a further  programme  of 
Slum  Clearance  activities. 


